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Then Thaw, Poor London | of thall-raging Fire. 

But theſe occaſion d kindltn mg are 4 Nager, 

Toth mighty Burnin W. ich fierce Nature raiſer, 
then's Town, or Hills blazaybe fo dire: 

Ates will beth laft, and Puree . P 
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The Epiſtle to the Rx aver. |. 
7225 Are are preſented to thee in Engliſh, the moſt 
ef] wonderful, moſt prodigious, and even mi. 
. 4 q raculous Operations of Nature, in the Geo- 


mM coſm, or Terreftrial World." "Tis confeſt'd; 
ini not an exact, or compil'd Hiſtory : Vu 
90 rather a ſcatter à Collection of Hiſtorical 
Relations ly others, uf moſt remarkable paſſages, Which 
7. cane to paſs : Firſt, A pon fo fair an occaſion given 0 
the late inc rediblir nr of tna, and paſt a belief : 
« Had they not bern confirmed. by fo honourable a Tetiminy, 
paſt all nuſtruſt. And yet there were nat wanting ſomg' ſuch 
Penſent, ſo unknfwing- and faithleſs 5 as to queſtion, not- 
withſtanding at firſt , all for àa Rodamontado, or Ile of 
Pines, &. Therefore, ſecondly alſo, by reaſon of ſo general 
and univerſal Ignorance of theſe Matters found among. our 
Countreymen 5 as Jufficrently appeared at the firſt coming forth 
of that wonderful Relation. As if ſome ſuch ſtrange thing 
had bapned, as never before in the World; at 2 1 
great, ſo prodigious and portentous, That therefore men 
might,be more generally acquainted with the Wonders of Na- 
tures (inthis particular alſo of Fire) has this been under- 
taken. And then becauſe there bad yet been none in Engliſh 
of the Subject, for the general information of men, or of 


\ ſuch as were deſirous to know fuller of theſe matters, And 
| | 42 yet 


\ 
_ 


there 1s @ ſprinkling of that too, as occaſionally it occur d in 
our Author) as the mighty” Effetts and Things themſebves are 
here intended for the Engliſh Reader,” "Tar therefort an Hi- 
ſtorical Narration of the Worlds Volcano's, and their 
Wonders and Remgr aller. But for the grand Literado's, 
and ſuch as are pdſfzheir Engliſh Tongue, let thegs be ſatis- 
fied, that it was calculated for men of their Degrte and 
Elevation, So nit to weary thee with Complements of a 
EpiRile, or to hang out Int iutattons,of greater pretences, the 
realities 5 we leave thee to what entertainment the Book it 
ſelf will afford, And if thou findſt any accaſion, not to re- 
pent, of ſo much time and labour as the perufal ; By ſo mycb 
rhe farther will the, Author be from repent'og of bts paint, or 
thinking bu lahour loſt, that's, for no gerd or benefit to bis 
(ountreymen, in Engliſhing ſo wonderful things, Hie pre- 
ſumes to ſay * and admire, and tale the pleaſore 
thereof, Fare wel. D 6 
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The Explication of the Schemes, out of Kircher. 


I. | 

HE Central Fire A, through certain Fire- ducts, or Chan- 
nels, diffuſes round about, where, far and near fiery 

exhalations and ſpirits. Thel driven into the Water- 
houſes, it partly Liſpoſes into hot Baths ; partly attenu- 
ates or rarifics into vapours; which daſhing, as it were, againſt the 
Arches or Vaults of Concavous Dens, and condens'd by the cold. 
neſs of the place, and laſtly diffolved into Waters, generate Foun. 
tains and Rivers and then partly derived into fic Matrices and Re- 
ceptac les, fruitful of other kind ot oe of ſeveral Minerals, con- 
tract faſt t r, and harden in: Metallick Bodies; or elſe are or- 
dered for a new Coogee, and fructiſying of combuſtible Mat- 
ter, to nouriſh, and ſſ ill feed and maintain the Fire. You ſee tliere 
alſo, how the Sea, by the Winds and preſſure of the Air, or motion 
of the æſtuating Tides, ejaculate and caſt forth the Waters, through 
Subterraneous, or under- ground Burrows, into the higheſt Water- 
houſes of the Mountains. Tou fee alſo the Sea and the Plains in the 
utmoſt ſarface of che Earth, to take place ne to the Subterraucons 
World; and the Air next to them, as the Scheme teaches : Yer you 
are not to imagine, that the Fires and Waters, &e. are really thus 
diſpoſed in Nature underground. For whoever has ſcen them ? 
But this onely was to ſigniſie, according to the beſt imagination of 
the Author, that they are after ſome well ordered and artificial, or 
organiz d way or other, contriv d by Nature; and that the In- 
der- ground World is a well fram'd Houſe, with diftin&t Rooms, 
Cellzrs, and Store-houſes, by great Art and Wiſdom fitted toge= 
ther; and not, as many think, a confuſed and jumbled heap or 
Chaos of things, as it were, of Stones, Bricks, Wood, and orher 
Materials, as the rubbiſh of a decayed Houſe, or an Houſe not yet 
made. - - 
And to the perpetuation of theſe hidden and unſearchable ope- 
rations of Nature, there is a conſtant circulation and return round 
thereof, The Conſtellations, Sun, Moon, aud Scars, cauſe the re- 


ciprocal flowings and Tides of the Sea to and fro. By the impe- 
c 1 tuouſueſs 


—— —— eee nn en 


© The Explicationsf the Selen,: 
cuouſneſs of che Seas rage and Tides, an immenſe bulk of Warers, 
being, through hid and occult paſſages at the bottom of the Ocean, 
pratruded or thruſt * the intimate bowels of the Earth, 
excites and ſtirs up alſo Subterraneous Firp by the Ne 
Winds, arid vcſtorts wich new-onreyance of the 
Subrerrancous Fire not knowing how to be idle, being enkindled 
by the reciprocation, or return to and fro, of the Tides, as it were 
by certain Bellows'; and ragiug, docs, by thee, and thoſe, = >" 
other Fibres, or Veins of occult paſſages, which, are repleniſhed 
with Metallick and Mineral Juyces, carry, whules it by, an 
huge plenty of vapors with it ſelf, which protruded, partly through 
the Terreſtrial Conveyances of the Mountains, y through the 
bottom of the Ocean, into the uttermoſt Surface j and there dilated 
and ſpread wider, do again, wich their blaſts, ſolicite and provoke 
the Air, the Ocean, and Seas. Aud what is again inſinuated through 
the Orifices of the Oceans bottom, doth convey new Provang to 
the Subterraneous Fire, ta nougyh aud conſerve it; and by this 
means alſo doth ſupply new matter to prayoke and ſir up the Sea 
again ; (as but now was declar d) You i therefore the manner 
and way of the Circulation of Nature. You {ce how Water, Fire; 
Fire, Water; mutually, as it were, cherifh one another; and by a 
certain unanimous conſent, conſpire to the Conſervation of the Geo. 
coſm, or . Terreſtrial World. For if Subterrancous Fire ſhquld e- 
mit no vapours for matters of Winds; The Sea, as it were torpid, 
and void of motion, would go into a putridneſs, to the ruine of the 
whole Globe, And conſequently deftirure of the aid of Winds, 
could neither alſo ſuccour Subterraneous Fire, with neceſſary nutri, 
ment. Whence the Fire extinct, being the life of the Macrocoſm, 
as ſpiritous blood is of the AMdicrocoſm, Univerſal Natuxe muſt ne- 
ceſlarily periſh. Leſt therefore Nature, undergoing ſo great a de- 
triment, ſhould fail; Hereupon God weſt good and great, by pro- 
vident Nature, the Han of che Supream Work- maſter, would 
have both. Elements be in a perpetual Motion, ſor admirable bud, 


| elſewhere ſhewn. For the Water ſliding through the ſecret paſſa- 


ges under ground, ſupplies moiſture; and together therewith car- 
ries a mixture of Terreſtrial portions to the Fire-bouſes, for their 
food. And theſe again ſwelling with hot Spirits, carried upwards, 
and elevated through wonted Fir: dutft;, do with their heat cheriſh 
the Hater-houſes, and other kind of Receptacles, whether of Air, 
or ſeveral Juyces of Minerals and Earths, (for there are Store. houſes 

of 


F the Schemer: wk 


of Minerals, and allo of Vegetables, to be promoted, or furthered 
exhalacions. - Aud fo in an cyerlaſting, and circulatory motion, 
things which axe beheld i Mizucs, da. exiſt and abide, And 
Subterrancous Fi 2 are the Efſectots aud 


Tl Scheme expreſſes the Nets of Heat only, or,which is all one, 
2 variouſly diſtributed through the Luyyerſal Bow- 
els of the Earth, by che admirable Workmanſhip of God ; leſt any 
where ſhould be wanting, what would be fo greatly neceſlary to 
| the Converſation of the Geocoſm. But fer none perſwade himſelf, 
| as if che Fires were conſtituted, 2s here repreſented; and the Fire- 

houſes forthwith diſpoſed in that order. In no wiſe this. We would 

onely hereby ſhew, that the bowels of the Earth are full of I ſu- 
iet, that is, places overflown, and raging with Fire, which we 
call Under. ground Fire- houſes, or Conſer y atories; whether after 
ſuch, or 4 — manner diſpoſed. From the Centre therefore 
we have deduc'd the Fire, through all the Paths (to be ſuppoſed) 
of. the Terreſtrial-World ; even to the very Vulaanian Mountains 
chemſelvrs, in che Exteriout Surface. The Central Fire is figned 
with the letter A. The reſt are the Aeſfuariets, or Five-hawſer, 
figned with B. The Fire. dale, C. But the leaſt Channels, are 
— Earth, which the Fiery Spirits pals, aud 

way through. 

A. The Central Fire. 

B. The Fire- bonſer. 

C. The Fire-dalts. 
Fiſſaras of the Earth, thy reſt. 
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CHAP. 1. ee 
Of the Volcans's or Ignovemone , that ie 7 ** 
Mountains in General, 
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* emarkables of the Volcaus's of end chafing 
— Eruption i 1 particular, 55 [4 01 BAS 

' Of the Phlegr tam Plains, or. Volcand's (outer * 
23 * Mountain Veſuvius, &c. W aa Ir 
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of the Prodigiout and Wonderful Rua ae and of 
the Vulcantan Iſlands adioyning. 

tua s Crater or Fire-Cup, 

A Chronicle of tna 's Fires, &c. 

Of the Voloanells's ; Strombolo, and Volcano, Kc. * 

A ſad flory of a Spaniſh Prieſt, &c. 
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Mountains vomiting Fire, famous in the World 3 
* with their Remarkables, 
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| CHAP, I. 
| Of Subterraneous Abyſſes, and Conſervatories, or Store- 
| bouſerof Fire 5 the Original Cauſe and Sourſe of all fery 
| Eruptions, and Vulcano 3. 
PA there are Subterraneous Conſervatories, and 
PSS Trcafurics of Fire (even as well, as there are of 
Ef Water, and Air, &c.) and vaſt Abyſles, and bot- 
j tomleſs Gulphs in the Bowels and very Entrals f 
che Earth, ſtored therewith, no ſober Phi] From what 
of can deny; If he do but conſider the prodigious Sine Sxbrer- 
0 Vulcano's, or fire-belching Mountains; the erup- — 1 
tions oſ ſulphurous fires not only out of the Earth, but alſo out of © 
| the very Sea ; the multitude and variety of hot Bachs. cvery where 
occurring. And that they have their lourſe and birth. place, not in 
the Air, not in the Water; nay, nor as the Vulgarpcrfwade them- 
ze =_ in-moſt 


ſelves, not at the bottom of the Mountains; but in 
privy-Chambers, and retiring places of the Earth, is as reaſ mable to 
| wat And chere Vulcan, as it were, to have his Elaboratories, 
Shops, ee of Nature. 
For 


| 
| 
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The Vulcano: Ur, 
For how elſe could there be every where ſueh a quantity of Mine- 
rals, brimſtone, and ſulphurous unctuous matters, without atiy?fide 
and ſubterrancous burnings of fire-engendring,and all concocting na- 
ture 5 which by no means can be conceived to be enkindled, from the 
confli&s of air and moiſture, in thoſe moſt dark and deep Regions of 
the Earth, ſo remote from all influence of che unn. 


The neceſſity of Therefore ſubterraneous fire was neceſlary to the internal Oecono- 


&ubreyr ance 
Fire, 


# C | 
Fire # no 
where wan- 
tig 


Pables of 


Poets allude to fla, the C yelops, ſeem to allude te this ſubterrancous fire. 


Subterraneom 
4e. 


The whole 
Earth & Ca- 
VET ICT. 


my, or conſtitution of, as it were, the arganiz*d parts of the earth, 
and diſtribution bf Life and heat, as V may ſo lay, to all the exte- 
riour members. Plato acknowledges hidden treaſuries of ever- flow - 
ing flames, and moſt huge Rivers of fires, as well as of waters. Yea 
and Ariftotle himſelf affirms moſt ample ſourſes, as of water, ſo of 
ſpirit and fire. Alſo Pliny, Virwvim, Cicero, have noted this Ar- 
aanum of nature; for inthe bowels of the carth, are obſerved hid- 
den operations of heat; and the greateſt-parts of the world are up- 
held and ſuſtained by heat underneath. We ſee fire ſtruck forth 
from the conflict — attrition of ſtones; and the reeking earth to 
ſmoke upon every new digging, eſpecially if deepz. And allo hot and 
warm waters drawn out of Wells continually, and that chicfly in 
inter; for that a great force of heat is contam d and pent up with. 
in the Caverns of the earth. All the Poetick Fables of | Valcan, Vea 


\ 


This is the ſenſe of Lucretine ſunging thus; 4. 


5 | 
w— T be Earth contains within it's Womb, 

Firſt Seeds, whence th Sea, and flowin Rivers come. 
In conſtant courſe. Sources of Fare it ha, 4 
For burning Soyls we ſee in many 4 ret CO 1 
But abote all, tna impetuons Cel, 

Rages with flames from th lowe#t pit of Hel. 


— 


And Manilſis, : 
But with all parts the Fires mingled art, , . 
Quick, Lightning, inthe teeming Clouds of th* Aix, : 
They gender; Pierce the Earth ; whence 's Monntaing, 
Dare Heaven: Alſo maks Baths bot, in Fountains. ' 


To this end the whole Earth is Cavernous, and the Terrene Globe 
contains vaſt ſpaces within its own bowel arched Caves gad Vaolts,, 
immenſe Tracts, and imipenetfableAbyfics * For, xs Stver4 reiter 


of 


% & 


7 Ignmomeny Mountains, Ge. | 
of the Fields of Putcoluw, There are vait Caen, bugh Ryecifſer, 
and wvacuities ; Stones on Manntains hanging here and there; Alſo 
cragged G apings without bottom, which have often recaiv'd them, as 
they fell ung and buried the mg Ru in the deep, For the whole 
Earth is not ſolid; but every where gaping, and hollow'd with 
empty rooms and ſpaces, and hidden bnrrows, as ic were, whererg 
ſubſcribes Pliny, Elan, Lucretia, and other writers of Natural 


things. For the Fire and Water fweerly conſpire together in mu- De Hedlrek 


tual fervice, with an inviolable friendſhip and wedlock, for the 


good of the whole in chew ſeveral and diſtinct private-lodgings, as ;he &arth, 


we may ſo ſay, and hidden receptacles z ſpreadiug themſelves far and 
wide to a vaſt largeneſs, and capacity; which two Aſlociates, and A- 
geurs of Nature, with pains work and bring about ſuch variety of 
things we ſee, of Minerals, Juyces, Marles, Glebes, and other loyls, 
with cbullicions, and bublangs up of Fountains allo. As Mani 


but now ſang to us, 


Sich this fire thus ſhut up in the Caverns of the Earth, agitating Sub err ane 
it ſelf, when it finds paſſage, it never leaves penetrating unto ſome fages for vous 
* 


vent, ſor many hundred Miles, even under the Sea, and unpaſſable 
and far fetch d windings and turnings of the Earth. And acquiring 
continually greater power, it turns the Earth, and even the very 
Stones and Mountains, it finds in its way, into caſie fuel 
and nutriment: That except it were reftrain'd by the encompaſſing 
of the Ocean, and the command of the Omnipotent Deity, it would 
attract and ſack in the univerſal bulk, of all elementary Nature, into 
an unquenchable combuſtion, and Conflagration. . 


And there is need of ſuch vaſt quantities of fires, for the uſes of be peed nt 
the Univerſe; And tis reaſonable to think that the Divine Provi. uſe thereof. 


dence hath made a very great proviſion. of fire in the belly of Na- 
ture, whence by long Chimnyes or Funnels, as it were, it might 
diffuſe an infinite heat aud fervour for the ule of things neceſſary ; 
aud the cmolument of the Earth, Men, and Beaſts, Juſt as it hath 
conſtituted the vaſt Sea in ſuch a manner fo as to diſtribute an inde- 
ficient plenty of Waters, through the ve us and channels of the whole 
body of che Earth. And as it hath appointed the Wateis their 
bounds, ſo it hath ſo attempered and diſtributed theſe fires, in the 
hidden courſes and apartments of ſubterreſtrial Nature, chat they 
might neither be ſuſtocated by rhe infmuating and inflowing Waters 
of the Occan, nor trahſgreſs their preſcribed Limits and Confines: 
Fax otherwiſe, it they ſhould be unlimitted Eruption®;chey would 
ſoon turn all into Rumes. B 2 Whick 
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art, accor- 
ding to ſome. 


The t: Or,” | 
Which ſhall at length come to paſs, in that fulneſs of time, when 
all the Reins of unruly Nature ſhall be broke looſe, and the Ca- 
taracts, or Flood. gates as it were, of fubrerraneous fire flung open 3 
by the command of the Divine Power, not only the Earth, but even 
the Elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, to the ruine and deſtru- 
ction of the whole World. That even as inthe univerſal Flood, the 
windows of Heaven, and Gulphs of the Abyſſes being opened, he 
deſtroyed the World by an Inundation of Waters, even ſo alſo, in 
the laft times he might deſtroy the ſame by a Deluge of Fires: which 
who could deny to be, if he ſhould d che 4; mg boyling 
fires in the Earth; the vaſt burning of Provinces ; ly, the ma- 
nifeſt proviſion and preparation of ſo much Combuſtible matter, and 
Sulphur together, which is vomited'forth, even at one Gaping and 
Eructation; without confeſſing it a certain and infallible Specimen 
and Example, and evident token of preparation to the total and final 
Couflagration preſcribed by the Divine Wiſdom. 
The Prodigious Vulcano's therefore and Fire-yomitting Moun- 
tains viſible in the external ſurface of the Earth, do ſufficiently de- 
monſtrate it full of inviſible and under- ground fires. For where- 


ever there's a Vultan, there alſo is a Conſervatory, or Store-houſe 


under, as certain, as where there is a Chimney or ſmoke, there is fire; 
And argue deeper treaſuries and ſtorehouſes of fire, in the very heart 
and inward bowels of the Earth. In ſo much chat from hence the 
Holy Fathgr's have not incongruouſly placed the greateſt of all che 
Fire-conſervative Abyſſes in the Centre of the Earth, for an eternal 
Jakes and Priſon, deſtin'd for the puniſhment of the Damned; 
and ſome others for Purgatory (accordi the, received belief of 
Papilts. 

..— is but lowing, or fluid fire, and the ſtreaming effltix 
of ſulphurous principles, or particles, cc. which from theſe burft 
forth in exceſſive ragiug ſtreams, from che mouth of theſe Ignivomous 
(or fire-vomittuig) Mountains, and Vulcano's; which are wonders 
of Nature, not unworthy generally to be known, and taken notice 
of, of all men. And which we now come to ennumerate, with their 
remarkable Phanomena's, and Eruptions.. - 
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C HAP. II. 
Of Vulcano f in general: What, and where ; In Aſia, 
| Africa, America, and Europe, 


AS Nature hath conſtituted various Store-houſes of Waters, in 
che higheſt Mountains; fo it has diſtributed various R 

tacles of fire, within the bowels of the higheſt Mountains alſo; 

the compleat fructifyiug of Nature with 2 primigenial heat as it 


were, and radical moiſture together, as before has been ſhewn. For e fie u 


the fire cannot ſubſiſt without the water, nor the water wichout the Waters mutual 
fire. Tis certain, if only the moiſt, -or only the fiery element, weed and uſe, 
ſhould domincer, all would be laid waſt, and nothing fructifie, | 

dec. The Water would ſtagnete and freeze without ſome kindly re- 

ſolving heat, and afford no warm and friendly vapours, and fruitful |, ,  , of 
exhalations. And the fire cannot live, without a moiſt and humid nu- ,;; —— 
triment, or laſt any time without a free and an aſſwaging fomenta- it were. 
tion, and breathing of the Air, and as it were ventilation. 

Theſe Vulcano's therefore are nothing but the vent- hol, or 1 cane we 
breath- pipes of Nature, to give vent to the ſuperfluous choaking Breathing- 
fumes and ſmoaky vapours, which fly upwards, and make way and Holes of Na: 
free pallage for the vehemency of the within-conceived burning ; © 
and for the attraction and free entrance of the friendly cheriſhiag 
Air, to revive and ventilate thoſe ſuffocating flames, leſt they ſhould 
continually ſhake the foundations of the Ground wich intollerable 
commotions and Earthquakes. For Earthquakes are the proper et- Farthquales 
ſects of ſubterreſtrial cumbuſtions. And ſo the fire is both exone- proper Effe#s 


rated of its ſuperfluous clogg of fumes and.dregs of droſs, through 9 Sr era. 


9 ous fire. 


thoſe open and wide-mouthed Gulphs and Orifices, as it were 
through certain Jakes or common ſhoars; and alſo cheriſhed and 
refreſhed wich the all-reviving Air; ſo ſerving as breath- pipes boch 
for expiration and inſpiration to the whole body of Nature, or the 
Univerſe. 

Of this ſort of Vent-holcs, Chimneys, or Funnels, there are ſuch 
2 multitude and varie:y, that there's hardly any Region in che 
world without them. 


A5. 


IS 


6 


T7 be Hul rg: vv 


— ts ne /- © ” . 
ulcano's of Aa, every where, in its ſeveral _— abounds with theſe vo- 


61's Oe. 


miting Mountains of fire. Perſia has divers Vulcano's. Aud in the 
Iſland Armuzia: The Iſland Zeilan, remarkable by the name of 
Adam; In Perſia it (clf, navy ſulphurous Craters, or Taps, very 
terrible to Travellers; with Safe in Media, and Cophantns in die 
Region of the Battrians, formidable to beholders. © 

In the Mogu/s Empire, in the Kingdom of 7 e Tibet, Cam- 
boi, every when theſe kind of Mountains; and in che moſt vaſt 
Kingdom of Chin. But "clpecially the Molncer-and- Philipping- 
lands, and the univetfal. Archipelago of St Lat, ſo abounds 
with theſe Vulcanian plates, that there's ſcarce an Mand'wichour 
them, eicher in the Crater s (or deep mouth'd Cups) and helluh 
ditches, it not upon the Mountains themſelves. Alto in the Bar- 
das t, whereof the Mountaiu Gewraps moſt eminent; in both che 
Fava's, wirhin the eutrails of moſt high Mountains. The Moun- 
tain Batalvanus in'Sematras The inacceſſible Mountain in the 
Wand Terenate. In the Marricien Iſlands, the Mountain Tola. In 
Tandaie, nigh the Promontory of the Holy Ghoſt, are found ſome 
alſo; as alſo in the Iſland Marindica. Moreover in Fappar, no ſmall 
number, near the City Firandus; and a famous one over againſt 
the City Tanaxuma, in one of the Seven Siſters (Iſlands ſo called 
and l dther circumjacent Hands every w here; which throug 
ſubterraneous Burrows or Channels have occult commerce with St. 
Laz.arss Iſlands, in the Archipelago, even to new Gainy, and thoſe 


called Selowon's Iſlands ;, and from thence to other Wands of the 
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M-1ntains of 


Altica- 


oi 


Paciſick, commonly call d rhe South Sex. For in new Gain, as 
alſo in the Southern Land are obſerved ſuch Mountains, to the great 
aſtoniſhment of Mariners. And the like are ſeen in the vaſt Sau- 
thern Ocean, or South Sa; In the Indian Ocean every where, De- 
ſert and Rockey Mountains diſcover their ſmoking Chimneys ; even 
in the ſhores of Northren Tartary towards Muſcovy, are frequent 
Vulcanello's; and in all the Ocean and Iflands almoſt, 8&c, which 
we leave, and come to Africa. 

Where Fight famous Vulcanoꝰs are obſerv'd; Two in Moxemo. 
topaz Four in Angela, Congur, and Gain; One in Lybia, and One 
in 4b-ſſia ;, beſides innumerable Craters and ſulphurous Dens, e- 
very where obvious; ſome whereof having conſum'd their combu- 
Nible matter, have ceas'd ; again to re-wkindle when they ſhall 
have ripen'd and concocted again their recruited matter and fuel. 
The Arlantick Sea ſo abounds with ſubterraueous Fires, that Pla 's 

: Laud, 


r 


Ipniodious Nfeontdinr, Nc. 


Tart; eall'd tile,” ferms< have been ſwallow d up from nd o- 


ther cauſe ; but the outrages of cheſe fu es and earthquakes thence a- 
rifing. And to this very day ſome Tracts are every where infeſted 
wich flames and fires breaking forth from. cheir under-ground ſtore- 
houſes q the violence and rage whicreof,” both Cu ind YVeſpuc- 
cins, at their great peril had experience of. The Tercera can ſcarce 
be inhabited for the vehemeticy of fices. The Canary Iſlands, and in 
them the Pico, or Pike, a Mountain of immenſe Altitude, equal 
to Teariff, belches forth flames to this very day ; as alſo the Plains 


2 
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of the arcumjacenr Iflands ſtuſſed w ick brimſtone and ſulphurous- 


unctuous matter. The Iſlands of St. Malin and of the Aſcention, to 


have flam'd heretofore; both the burn Rocks of Mountains, and 


the Cinders, and plenty of Minerat and Stonc-coals burnt and 
charł d as it were, do ſufficiently ſhew. 


Yet no part of the world more famous than America, which you of America. 


may call Vulean's Kingdom. In che Aude alone, which they call 
the Cordibera, from a Coneatenation of Mountains, in the Kingdom 
of Chite, are ſiſtoen Vulcand's.  Totheſe you may adjoyn the Vul- 
cano's out of che Southern part of the Magelanick Sa, commonly 
call'd Terra del Fuego. In Peru not fewer then in Chile; fix of in- 
acceſſible height; and three in the contiaued tops of the Andes,” be- 
ſides innumerable Vulcauiau Diethes; Pics, and fakes. In Careppey 
a Province of „u Muntain raging vich {inoke aud flames, 
— cather,- The City Paraquipay ninety leagues di- 
ſtane ima, has a Mountain near it, caſting forth continually 
fuch ſulphiſfous fires, that the People are greatly afraid, left ſome- 
timefar length he Bruptions ſhouſd utterly deſtroy the whole Regi- 
on. At the valley of Peru, cal Malaballs, fifteen leagues diſtant 
from che City Quo is another Vuleary continually belching ſath 
flames far and near, and chireathing the People. | 

la che Northern Americe; are obſerved hve, partly in new Spain, 
viz. Three, formidable for their belching flames, partly in new 
Granada, partly in the very heart and midſt of Califormia, and the 
more_in-land Mexican Kingdom. In Nicaragua, one; Another 
neer Aquapulcus; three — Continent of Califormia ; Aid iñ 
the ( American) Mediterranean Sea two others; and innumerable 
others tis like, not yet diſcover'd, through all the Terr-aqueeds 
Globe. . 


In Exrope five chief ones are noted, viz» Æ ina in Scicily, by the The Valcan's 
Monuments of all Writers, whether Poets or Hiſtoriaus moſt famous. of Eu.ope. 


Strongy'us, 
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N. oe 
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The Pulcati's: Or, | 
Strongylas, (and ſote other of the Liperitan Lands, not very re- 
mote from Scicily ; eſpecially that notorious by the name of Vu 
cano, to which is adjoyn'd/another call d Vulcanclls) ſaid all to have 
burnt heretofore, call d che Vulcano's, or Vulcanian Iſlands, The 
— > rms in —— in — 2 North 8 und Chimera in 
Greece: many ot in each particular Country; at leaſt 
— Fire- wells. Pirs and Orifices, 8&c. Among all which Italy — 
neo fer. Out all Ages is the moſt notorious for ſuch underground Harchs and 

Eſtuaries ; of which more particularly by irs ſelf. And indeed 
Italy is moſt fitly ſeated of all Countries of Europe for ſuch vaſt Com- 
buſtions, and Eruptions of fire. 


| Of Germany, Neither are Germany, France, Spain, and other Countries, wholly 


Cc. diſtitute of cheirs; where, t there be none anſwerable to the 
other, yet both che frequent ſulphureous Craters, and deep burning 
Ditches and Pits, vomitting forth ſmoke and flames; — alſo the 
innumerable multiude of hot Baths and Wells every where, do be- 
tray ſome ſtore and work-houſes of — creeping be- 
tween their Conſervatories and Abyſſes of water. In Miſnia, in 
— the Mountain Carbo, ever and anon rages with and 
e, &cc. : 
Neither are the furtheſt Tracts of the North too cold and frozen 
_ Towards the for them. Four whereof Authors reckon in the Region of che 
Northern Pole J ſai in Tartary. In Leplend high. Mountains are obſerv'd to belch 
forth flames like Erna. In 12land, the famous Hecla. And left 
Nature might ſeem to have left the turtheſt Regions of the North 
curs'd with the Everlaſting. inclemency of Cold and Ice, it has con- 
ſtitured an huge Vulcanian Mountain, inthe Iſland call'd Groenlard, 


next to the Pole; And others in the Neighbouring, whether Iſlands, 


or Continents, ſcituated about the Pole. which they continue, even 
unto the Crecks and Bayes of the Sowthern Land call'd Del Fuego : 
So that — think that the TraQts of the Northern Pole inacceſſible 


by reaſon of che multitude of theſe fire-ſpewing Mountains. 


— 
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CHAP. . 
Of the Vulcano , of Italy, Scicily, and Neigbboprin 
f « . ly OS 


Taly, and the adjacent Iſland, have in all times afforded prodigi- 1,1, 
ous Heats, Combuſtions, Eſtuaries, hot Baths, Couflagrations, abounds 
and Eruptions of burning flames, and all the mighty Arguments, witd Sub- 
and wondrous Products aud effects of Subterraneous fires. In fo LEP 
much that we waut not Hiſtory to report to us, That heretofore it 
all burnt from Came and YVeſuvins in Campania, or Terra di Lavoro, 
even to Hijſtria, not far from Venice; and therefore to have been cal- 
led by the moſt ancient Inhabitants thereof, T be burnt Country. And 
indeed Italy is every way dif for ſuch' vaſt Combuſtions ; As, 
wich ſtraitneſs and narrownets of ſcituation, whercby it 1s continu. 
ally daſh'd and ſtruck with the beating of waters «and waves. be- 
tween two Seas; with ſubterraneous paſſages and cavernous hollow 
windings and turnings, eaſily penetrable and paſlable to fires and 
winds. And laſtly, with plenty of ſulphureous materials, u heie- 
with the whole luxuriouſly abounds, In ſo much that in burns, in 
certain places, above ground on the ſurface of the Earth. For in all 
the Southern parts of Italy, from the utmoſt Coaſts of Sicily, to the 
very Confines of Tuſcany ; in ſome places, are ſeen perpetual bur. 
nings, as in /£tna, In other, Conflagrations by times, as in the 
Vulcanello's, or Liparitan Iſlands; and over againſt Naples, as in 
Iſchia, Prochyta, Pythacwſa 3 aud alſo in the Mountains of the Con- 
tinent, Veſwvimu, CMiſenum, the Puteoli, and Cuma, which often 
burn, and in certain places, ſhew great Æſtuaries, with abounding 
fires, fumes, vapours, baths ; winding labyrinths, alſo every where 
obvious; as Kirchey with greateſt diligence oblerved z and gapes 
with burrow d breathing-holes, which when they ſend forth a blaſt, 
preſently, not without terrour of — are — mare 
in ward crackings, as it were, of burning and blazing fires, and ſounds 
of waters; as in the Phlegrean Hills, which ſurround the Vulca- Tele- 
nian Plains, commonly called Sulphatars (or Land of Sulphur) is $150. 
to be ſeen and heard. Alſo the Sybell's Den at Cam, not far di- 
ſtant; and moſt mighty horrid —_ and Receſſes, impenctrable, 
and 
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nud not to be entred, for their raging heat, give further aſſurances, 

| AI Cam- AU Campania, every where on it's Plains, carries ancient foor-ſt 

| panja 0b- of the ſame Conflagrations, The grou —4 where _ like 
1 rie 19 Cinders, and Pumis-ſtones ; and a duſt, which they call the Puree. 

| 

| 


— lan, like Pouder; And extinct Coals included in living Rocks. 
| Campagria From Pmeeoli paſs to Campegna di Roma, which” 1s full of ful. 
| di Roma phurous Crater's, through the Mintnrnan eMarſhrs to Sulme 
| ſprings whence a continued Mine of Sulphur, through the an Plain 
_ dir exerts it iclf, in d. vers places, but chiefly, in a certain Lake of un- 
r ſearchable profundity, — miles diſtant from the City T;veli, as 
| | The ſwim- alſo the moſt famous of the ſixteen ſwimming Iſlands thereabouts, 
! | wing . which they calb the Barcherte (or little Barks, ) Our of which, the. 
flands of ſulphi reous River of Tyber has its origine; and ſcems to have been 
1 famous heretofore, tor hot Bachs. Hence a burrow of ſubterrane- 
ous fire, bends back to the Round Mountain ; And thence into di- 
| Burrows vers branches. One whereof tends to the Stiglian Bath's, and 
| | ef Subter- the Lake in the middle Wood, horrible with ſtench. of Brimſtone, 


| ene, ” and for the ſpectacle of Waters boyling and bubling up in the form 
1; — in. of a Column; and at length through the neighbour Mountains, 
a 10 va it where are alſo hidden pits of Serpents, full of Æſtuaxies, and ſmo- 


1 branches. king Funnels, or Chimneys ; aud even to the very hundred Cells: 


All which. places, laviſh wich ſulphurous Bitumen and unctuous ma- 
15 terials; and ſo terminate in the Sea. The other brauch, towards the 
| Mountain Roſes, betu cen which and Roncilion, new ſulphurean 
| 1 7 Fire-Cups break forth, which have their occult communications 
|, with the Mountain Viterbe, and with the Village Vice; and are 
1 famous for ſulphurean boy ling Springs. And indeed the Mountain 
1 Viterbo ſcems yet to cherith a great force of fire under moft profound 
13K Dens ; which it diffuſes at its Roots, on the Morthern- ide, towards 
15 Vierbium, iuto all the Plain, which is full of a moſt ſulphureous 
Ga; The Glebes every where parch'd, and covered ich Pumice- 
5 tones, and has innumerable — among which BAH. 
i | camum is moſt famous fer its intollerable fervour. This hath a great 
commerce with another neighbour Lake, between Viterbium, and 
the Mountam Flaſco, where Water breaking forth from the bottom 
Two near of the Lake, does mightily tumultuate; And, which is wonderſul 
Fountains to relate, here are beheld two Fountains together, diſtant ſcarce 
| bots the e one pace, whereof one dances and leaps with mol} hot and boy l- 


ther moft mg, , the other wv ith moſt cold aud freezing Mater. Hence 2A bur- 
cold row ot tubtcrraucous fire through whole Twſcay, diftuling it ſelt 
| | 4 3 into 
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Ignivemous Mountains, &c, ri 
into innumerable branches, ſcarce leaves any place free, from ſulphu. 
reous Cups, and Mineral waters. Sith Taſcasy, on that fide looking 
towards the Twſcan dea, even to the Illand Ii ua, the whole Cour 
every where, bubbles wich hot waters, or luxuriouſly abounds wi 

_ſulphureous Mines of Iron, or Bra's; under which are indeed me- 
morable, the ſtinking Ditches and Pools of Volterra, ſtuffed with 
fervid and bubling Waters; Aud the Mines of che beſt Sulphur 
at Caſtro. 

of other part rowards the Eaſt, a Burrow of Fire, extended 
far and wide, chiefly exerts it ſelt, under the Mountain, called Ve, 
where it caules the famous Barhs of St. C ſſi an, and St. Philip; and 
hence ſtretches it ſelf towards thoſe called the Avignon Baths, even 
to the Mountain Politians; where a plentiful quantity of Mineral 
Waters, with the grievouſeſt ſtench, bubbles up, And hence on one 
ſide, even to the Apennine, which is alſo repleniſh'd with Æſtua- 
ries (or raging Gulphs;) on the other ; to Stena, in Tuſcany, and 
che neighboring parts adjoyning to the 8ca; And even to the Con- 
fines of Genoa, and the fields of Luca, which abound with fo ma- 
ny Metals, ſo many ſulphnrous Wells and Fountains of hor and 
fervid Water, as perbaps all italy hath not the like. Vet molt of Bremthing 
all the Breathing-holes of ſubterraneous fire, burſt out in the Apen- Orifices of 
ming Hills, at Petra Mala, and neighbouring places, where the Air S1. 
ſparkles and glitters by night, and tis thick with darxneſs and —_— 
moak for a long time; as it were from ſome flaming furnace under- Mala. 
neath; and heats che waters that are caſt in, and burns ſtubole. 
Now this Fountain ſecms to have continual veins, even to the Por- 
retan waters in the Benomon fields; Hills whereof, every where, 
ſparkle and lighten by night. And hence ſeems to be poured into L 
che fields of Modena, where liquor of Bitumen, and Sulphur, and 
Fire rages, after a wonderful manner; And hence coutinues the | 
burnings of its fuel, even to Hiftria, of the Veneti ant. For that | 
theſe Mountains of Padua, as ancient Hiſtorians teltifie, did here- | | 
toſore burn about the Baths of Albeno, in the Padua fields, boch | 
the bubline Tracts of Hills and Aſhes, and che external ſurtace of | 
— as alſo burut and cindred Coals, and the fervor of 


# 


ſtones; which make the very waters, running between, hot, do ſuffi 

ciently ſhew. | | 
Which things ſceing they are ſo, it may be truly, a certain Argu- 
ment to us, that all It unwerſally is ftor'd with continual marcer 
of Sulphur ; a Burrow ot which, as it does any where, more or 
C 2 lels, 
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18 leſs, far and wide ſtretch forth its branches ; ſo it extends them un. 
der the Sea alſo, to adjacent Iſlands, and according to the ſingular 
and peculiar temper of and the virtue of the heat, which 
it has under a different Tract of Veins, produces various effect, 
and cauſes marvellous burnings, and Eruptions, ar certaifi timez. 
Italy bere- We couclude therefore, ſaith Kircher, That Italy, the Nurſe of 


| Pofore in Burnings and Combuſtions, as it is all over ſtufled with ſubterrane 


g'ea! part ons fires; which burn, in ſome places perpetually, in others 
K ſo heretofore it had ſo great — Sulphur, . 
cer vation and vaſt treaſury of fires, that if it ſuflered not a total con- 
flagr ation; yet at leaſt to have burnt in a very — yr as Bereſas 
witneſſes. Nor is it leſs credible, according to theſe principles, of 
nature, ſtanding, that even again and again, it ſhall burn with vaſt 
Conflagrations, till the very final Deſtruction and Conſumation of 
the whole Univerſe. | 
Under. Laſtly, Thoſe of tus in Sicily, and Strongylus, Vulcano, &c. 
ground. of the Lipparitan Iſlands ; have no doubt their Submarine and Sub- 
Commerce terrane Communications with the Italian, Vi ſuvian, oc. alſo. The 
- An Soyl of Siciiy ſprings with often and eternal fires ; and the whole 
lealy, Si- Iſland cavernous, producing Sulphur and Bitumen abundautly ; 
cily, &c. whereby exceeding fertile, of old, aud even to this r. 
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. CHAP. Iv. 
Of the Remarkables of Vulcano's, and their moſt prodi- 


gious Phænomena 7, bitherto obſery'd, in particular 
IVith particular Relations, Cc. 


Afia Hus all the World over are found Eruptions of Fire by Natures 
*. the * FT own Kindling, as if ſhe Houſe regs made 
Eaftern feyeral Hills her ignivomous aud evacuating Chimneys. 

Z.“ In Ocmnzio, an IIland of the Perfies Gulph, all things are full 
l of fixes, whence tis ſaid to have burnt ſeven whole years continu« 
ally. Ic yet belches forth daily, out of the Saline Mountains, which 
it abounds with, globes of flames, whereby the moſt famous Mart 

vf the whole Eafly is almoſt quite laid waſt. „ 
In Media, Suſis, at the White Fower, breaks forth with fire, out 
of fiſteen Chymney-holes, with ſuch a vehemeut noiſe and ſound, 
3 ho 


Ignivomons Mountains, Or, 
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tRat the Prople round about are perſwaded the Gates of Hell to be 


there, 

In Jen, above other Iſlands, Valcas ſeems to have forg'd a 
number of his Shops and Work-houſes, vomiting forth fire and 
fmoak, night and day, And as it is ſeventy miles diſtant from the 
famous City Firends ; ſo by night they illuminate the whole Re- 
gion, like ſo blazing Torches, to the admiration of Beholders. 

In the Iſland Fave, the Mountain not far from the City Panacura, 
having not burnt for many years; (tor ſome places burn alwayes, 
ſome by firsz ) In the year 1586, raged with ſuch a violent Eru 
tion, that ten thouſand perſons are ſaid to have periſhed, in the lab 
jacent fields : and three whole dayes, darting forth mighty ſtones in- 
to the ſaid City, with fumes cauſed ſuch a darkneſs, as hid the Sun, 
and turned day into night. 

The Mountain Pics in the Iſland Timer, of fuch an height, that 
a — S — or Pyramid was ſeen for three hundred miles in the Sea, 
This in the year 1638, had its very foundations ſhaken, by an hor- 
rible Earthquake; ad was wholly ſwalow'd wp, together with the 
Ilard, leaving nothing behind it, 4 an huge mighty Lakg, So the 
Annals of the Jeſuites Society relate. 

The Mountain Geaneps, in one of the Bandar Iſlands, in the year 
1586, after continual burnings of ſeventeen years, at length burit 
aſunder, ſent forth ſuch a quantity of ſtones, cinders, aſhes, and 
fulphureous-Bituminous Pumice-ſtones, that the Sea almoſt cover'd 
therewith, all ſcem'd to burn, with the deſtruction of all Fiſh, and 
living Creatures. 

In the Iſland Trruat, one of the Malacca t, there is an high 
and ſteep Mountain climbing up into the Clouds, whoſe lower parts 
are beſet with thick Woods and Forreſts, and upper parts pecl'd and 
made bare with continual burnings. On the very top it bath «Cup 
or deep Month, with a vaſt gaping wade round into many circles, from 

ater to leſſer, like an Amphitheater, or ſtage, one below another. 

his, at the time of the Æquinoctials, chiefly by the blaſt of che 

Northern winds, raging with ſmoak and flames, reduces all the 

neighbour places round about, overwhelm'd with aſhes and cinders, 
into deſolation. . 

The Mavrican Hlands ſeem wholly to burn, whence frequent 

e; and cafts forth our of Cram, and the very top of 

the Mountain Tbela, ſuch quantity of flames, aſhes, aud ſtones, as 


big as great Trees, that it ſeems 6 of. Hell. a 
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The Atlantic Sea, weſt of Africa, ſo abounds wich ſubterrane- 
oas Fires, that Plato's Land, call'd Atlantis, ſeems to have periſh'd 
from no other cauſe, but as ſwallow'd up wich the fierceneſs of theſe 


Fires; and the of Earthquakes following thereupon. And 
to this very day certain Tracts of Seas are abundantly inteſted wich 
flimes and fires, iſſuing out of their ſtore-houles ; whoſe rage boch 
Columbss and Veſpuccius, to their great hazard, try'd, | 

N-er Heſperins, a Mountain in Erhiopia, the fields in the night 
all glitter with Light. As alfo a certain piece of ground does the 
like in Babylonia; and ſome places in Itah were noted before, for 
ſome ſuch like thing. 

Pliny, after reckoning up of the moſt notorious, concludes with 
the burning of the high and vaſt Mountain Theonochema, or Ghariot 
of the Godds, in Africa, as the moſt famous example of this kind 
above all others; at leaſt in thoſe dayes. And ends, ſaying, In ſo 
many places, with ſo many fires, does Univerſal Nature burn and 
roaft the Earth. And this great Naturaliſt, who periſh'd, in pry- 
ing too curiouſly into theſe dangerous —— of Nature, conſider- 
ing how full fraughe che World is with this Element, and how pro- 
pagative it is of it ſelf, ſayes, It is the greateſt Miracle that an u- 
niverſal Conflagration of the World has nat happen'd already,Tr«- 
ly it exceeds all Miraclet, that there bas been any day, wherein all 
things bave not burnt. Thoſe be his words. 


of Ameri- Some of the Vulcano's in the Andes, in the Kingdom of Chile, 


ca, &c. 


were fo big belly d, as it were, with fires, that in the year 1645, 
they brought forth ſo great Calamities, to that Kingdom; that no 
Pen is able to expreſs, whole Cities every where being both ſwal- 
low'd up, and overturn'd. 

The City Paraquipa, ninety Leagues diſtant from Lima, has a 
neighbouring Vulcanian Mountain, continually. darting forth fires, 
in ſo much that the People are ſorely afraid, leſt ſometime it ſhould 
burſt aſunder, and defiroy the whole Countrey. 

The Vulcano's of Guatemalla, are more terrible. In the year, 
1586, almoſt all the City of Guatimalla, fell wich an Earthquake. 

This Vulcano had then, for fix months together, day and night, caſt 

from the top, and vomited, as it were, great flouds of Fire. As is 
alſo obſerveable of the Vulcano of Gauits, which caſt ſuch aboun- 
dance of aſhes, that in many Leagues compaſs thereabouts, it dark- 
ned the light of day. 

In Nicaragua, in North Awerice, thirty five Leagues from the 


City 


Tpnivoment 1 Mauntaing, &c. 
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Cicy Leon, an high Mountain vomits forth flames in ſuch abun= 


dance, as.to be ſeen for ten miles diſtance, and more. And another 
not far from Aquapalcs: of the ſame fierceneſs. 

Of cheſe Vulcano's,. ſome vomit out of their mouchs ſmoke and 
aſhes, or both ; ſome fires, and there are ſome which never caſt, 
either ſmoke, flames, or aſhes; but in the bottom are ſeen to burn 
with a quick fire never dying. This impos'd upon a greedy Prieſt, 
aud made him think it was nothing elſe; = heaps of Gold, melted 
in the fire, which be thought to have fetch d up by letting down an Iron 
Kettle with. Chant; But his device was not fire-provf, bus Keele 
and Chain melting ſo ſoon as they approach'd neer the bottoms. 

But tlie greateſt wonder of all is that ſome of theſe Vuleano's have 
for ſome hundreds, nay for ſome thouſands of years, caſt out continu- 
ally ſmoke, fire, and aſhes. IF 

For the European, to begin with the more Northern. And here 


Of Fu- 


firſt, who knows ndt the notorious Mountain Hecla, (and allo rope, ce, 


Hegla and of the Holy Croſs) in Izland, by the Relation of all Geo- 
graphers, moſt remarkable, for mighty burnings. Mountains ſo ter- 
rible for Thunder, flamings out of fire, caſting abroad ſtones, aſhes, 
fink, and ſmoke ; that the more fanciful conceit, that Hell is begun 
there aforchand : which were more plauſible, if the Apparitions that 
are ſeen there, were as true, as they are ſaid to be frequent. And 
which ſeems.a Miracle of Nature, its higheſt Top or Pike, i white, 
with perpetual Snow; and its Roots and ſides blazing with unquenchable 


burning. And the multitude of hidden Gulphs and Whirl-pics ſuffer 
none to come neer, for many furlongs. And * the Eructuation ol. 
[ 


ſtones, and aſhes, reduces all the circumjacent Plain into barrenneſs; 
together with a formidable noiſe, and crackling. Which while the 
Inhabitants hear, the / ſuperſtitiouſty believe, the Souls of che wicked, 
to be tormented there, with a miſerable howling, 

And even in Greenland, perpetually frozen with extreamelt cold, 
next to the ver / North Pole, there is an huge Vulcanian Mountain, 
at whoſe Roots, is a. Monaſtery of the Order ef Preachers, cali'd St. 


The Wine 
dors of St. 


Thomas, built of Topbas-ſtone, from the caſting ou: of the Moun- Thomas 
tains. Concerning wh.ch, Bartbolomiew Zenet, a Venetian, a dili- Momaſtery 
gent Inſpector aud ſearcher into theſe things, I know not by what ac- 1n Groen- 


cident caſt on theſe Coaſts, relates nauy wonderful things. Here, 
fayes he, « ſeen. St. Thomas's Monalt:ry of the Dominicans. And 


land, Cc. 


nes far diſtant an Ignivomons Mountain ; at the foot 9 a fiery 


Fountain breaks forib.; With the Water of this Fountain, derived by 


* Pipes, 


— 
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Pipes, t only al th Cells of che Moncks ave made bot, like Stoves; 
but alfo their Meat dreſſtd ;, yea, and their very Bread bak d. The 
Mount ain vamits forth the Tephax or Pumice-flone, which the-whole 
Monaftery is built of. Por thoſe Topbar t ſoakgd through with that 
bet Water, are cemented together, as it were, with clammy Bitumen. 
Here are alſo moſt pleaſant Gardens, watered with boyling Water, in 
which are Flowers and Fruits of all kinds. And this Water, when 
it bath run through the Gardens, falls into @ neighbour Gulph, or 
Port; whereby it happens, that it never is frozen 3 and therefore the 
Fiſh, and innumerable Birds and Fowl frequent there; wherewith the 
Inhabitants live in full plenty. So he writes, who ſaw and diſcover- 
ed the Coaſt, the King of Danes chief Admiral, Nicholas Zenet, a 
Venetian, 

Now it is moſt likely that the Vulcan's of [zland, and Groenland, 
have communication together, by hidden Burrows and Channels; 
and are perpetually imploy'd by ſecret Eſtuaries, to allay the vehe- 
mency of the Cold, and abundance of Ice. Whence alſo is drawn 
the Reaſon, why in ſome Northern Iflands, and the Shores of Nor- 
way, Finmark,, Biarmia, Lapland, in one part the Sea is caſily 
frozen with Ice; in another part, not at all, by no force of cold, or 
ſnows. Alſo in ſome ſhores moſt abundant Paſtures, rogether with 
Trees, and moſt fruitful fields are found : In others, as in Nove 
Zemblia, neither Graſs, ngr Trees, nor any thing profitable for the 
nutriment of Man, to bene with. 

There was alſo ſome Vulcanian Hill, Crater, or Pit, which burnt 
for ſixteen years in Scotland, and conſum'd a large quantity of 
ground. Even as now ſome Coal-Mines about Newcaftle are ſaid to 
— continued burning for ſeveral years af late, and 'tis likely do 
ſo ſtill. * 

In Germany, was violent Eruptions formerly. Who in theſe latter 
Ages, hath ever heard, or read of ſuch a Fire, iſſuing out of the Earth, 
as Tacitus deſcribes? which burnt a whole Territory; againſt which 
Water was unavaileable; which could never be extinguiſh'd, but 

with Stones, Cloaths, Linnen, and Wollen, and other dry Materials 
| 22 Tacitus words run thus. | 
e City of the Iuboni ant in Germany, confederate with us (faith 
he) was afflicted with a ſudden diſaſter, For fires jfluing out of the | | 
Earch, burned Towns, Fields, Villages every where , and ſpread 
even to the Walls of a Colony newly built; and could not be extin- 
guiſhed, neither by Rain, nor River- water, nor any other liquor 
chat 


— 
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Iguivamoum Mauntainr, Oc, - 
that could be employed, until for wane of remedy, and anger of ſuch a 
2 diſtraction, certain Peaſants caſt ſtones afar off into it; then the 
flame ſomewhat ſlacking, drawing near, they put it out with blows 
of Clubs and otherwiſe, as if it had been a wild beaſt. Laſt of all, 
they threw in cloaths from their backs, which the more worn, 
and fouler, the better they quenched the fires. We have omitted che 
high Mountains in Lapland alſo, which Olaus relates, belch forth hi- 
deous flames, like Æ tua. | _ 

In Greece the Mountain Nympbers flings out fire allo, and pitchy 
bituminous matter; the fury whereof is enkindled by rain and wa- 
ter: As alſo the fire of thoſe Ignivomous Mountains of Lycie, and 
Pamphylia, in Aſia minor, (not mentioned before) viz.. The mon- 
ſtrous Mountain Chimera heretofore famous for often belching forth 
Fires, It's Fire is the more inkindled with Water, but quenched: 
with Earth, or Hay, As alſo the —_— Mountains, ucar (hi- 
mers; whoſe Earth, touched with a lighted Torch or Brand, ſud- 
denly takes fire; ſo that the ſtones burn in the very waters, and the 
fire is fed and nouriſhed by Rains, and Waters. And if with a kind. 
led, or burning brand, furrows be made in the Earthʒ Streams or Ri- 
vers, as it were, of Fire, will run along after: As Pliny writes. 

In the Mediterranean, in the Archipelago, the Iſland Santorin, has 
had formidable Fires and Earthquakes, as in the year 1650, from 
the relation of Fa. Fr. Riccard of the Jeſuits ſociety, who was pre- 
ſent, and an eye witneſs ; and with his own mouth related the whey 
event, to Kircher, at Rome, afterwards ; and by the follow ing Teſti. 
F mony, would have it known to poſterity. 

0 
0 


The Relation of Fa. Fr. Riccard, concerning Subterraneous 
Fires, which brake forth from the bottom of the Sea, in 


r | the year 1650. near the Iſland Santorin, in the Archi- 
5. pelago. 
ue 


1s though ſome reprove Plixyof lyes, in that he relates certam 

«A ſtupendous things, above humane capacity: yet daily ex- 
ch ce perience teaches us, that in many things he ſpake true; chiefly 
he & in the Hiſtory of many Iflands, which in ſucce ſion at time aroſe 
ad and ſtarted up from the bottom of the Sea; and amougſt others 
ti- | © Thera, in the 135; r. (which was about the year of the 
or | © world 3200.) It was allo call'd Cabs aud Phylorhera ; But now 


YL 


_—  — — ̃ . — — 
- 
— 


„ er, Ons 


3 Santorin, from St. Irene, the famous Virgin and Martyr, wor- 


ce ſhipped there. For Baron;w himſelf, in his Eccleſiaſtick Annals of 
ce the year 726. ſeems to give credit to Pliny. For thus he ſpeaks. A 
cc vapor was ſeen to bubble forth our of a Chimny of Fire, between 
ce the Iſlands T hera and Therafie, (or Santorin) from the very bot- 
& tom of the Sea, for ſome dayes; whereby the burning of the fiery 
ec heat, by little and little being condenſed, and dilated or ſpread, 
ce jt all ſhewed like a fiery flaming ſmoax. Moreover, with the 
cc yaſtneſs of its earthy ſubſtance, it conveyed hugeous Rocky-Pu- 
& mice- ſtones, and certain great heaps, through all Aſia, and Lexbox, 
« and Abydus, and the Maretime Coaſts of Macedonia; ſo chat the 
& whole ſurface of the Sea was filled with theſe Pumices. But in the 
ac middle of fo great a Fire, there was an Iſland made, from the 
« heaping and congeſtion of Earth together, and joyn'd to the 
ic Iſland called the Sacred, which never exiſted betore. The like we 
© underſtood happened in the year 1457, from certain Verſes in- 
ac graved on Marble, for the perpetual Memory of the thing: which 
ec near the Gate of the Caſtle Scars of the ſaid Iſland, run to this 
* purpoſe. : Be. | 
Magnanmons Francis, the Heroes undaubt ed Off-ſpring, 
Than ſeeft with thine eyes, what Calamities & Wonder 5, 
| By joyning five times eleven unto two, © 
on the ſeventh of the Calends of December, 
With a vaſt murmur, vaſt Trraſia groan'd, 
And pluck'd Aſſunder mighty Camena's tones; 
From the Sea bot tom, an huge Rock appears, 
-A Monſter great, and moſt Memorable for ever. 


Viz. 1547. 


Further it appears, that there was another Iſlang next to this, 
©« form'd in the year 1570. not without great Terror of thoſe of 
ce Santorin. Sith the Burning laſted for a year, as ſome ancient folk, 
© who ſaw it with their Eyes, do yet teſtiſie. But in the middle of 
cc this ſmaller Illand, which is now called Little Camena, to this very 
day is beheld an huge and profound ditch, which being narrow 
c towards the bottom, by little and little inlarges it ſelf round, like a 
& funnel; out of which, as out of a Chimney, burſted forth thoſe 
cc mighty Stones and Rocks, which co-mixed with the Cinders and 
&« Aſhes, built that Bulk or heap, appearing aloft. 
But that thoſe Subterraneous Fires, which are fed wich plent 
Sof Bitumen and Sulphur, and ſometimes break torch with "ow 
| . violence 


- 


Ignivomous Motntains, Ge. 19 
sc violence, are never extinct, is evident, from moſt hot Waters, which "? 
cc are found at the Sea-ſhoar, in the furtheſt South part of the llland, 
tc and which the Inhabitants uſe, as the moſt healchfulleſt Baths, to 
ec expel diſeaſes ſprung from Cold. 

c But if ever thoſe Fires, pent up in the bowels of the Earth, ex- 
tc erciſed their force, it was moſt of all then,when in the year 1650 
4c on the 24th of September, even to the ninth of Ollober, they ſhook 
&© that Iſland with ſo mighty and ſo frequent Earthquakes; that 
ce the people, wiz. of Santerin, ſearing nothing but immediate ruin, 
c ere on their knees night and day before the Alyars, But it can- 
© not be ſpoke nor expreſſed what a fear invaded all; when thoſe 
« victor ious flames, breaking open all obſtacles, ſtrove to make them- 
cc ſelves a way through the midſt of the Waters of the Ocean, about 
© four miles from Satori» Eaſtward: For that forſooth the Sea, 
& ſwell d thirty cubits upwards, ſuddenly ; and extending it ſelf wide, 
c through the Neighbouring Landi, overturn'd every 12 it met in 
« its way; Ii ſo much that the very Port of Candy. which yet i 80 
cc wiles diſtant, it brokg in pieces, with its ſudden aſſault, and impetu- 
ce owſneſs, both the Gallier and Ships. But the Air, infected with theſe 
4 ill ſmelling and Sulphureous vapours, began to be darkened, and 
t put on innumerable forms and appearances. Hence brandiſhing 
« of fiery Lances and flammivomous Swords; thence darting forth 
bright and glittering Arrows. Here, as it were, terrible Serpents 
ce and Dragons flying; and there hideous Thunder-claps, Lighten- 
4 ings, and Thunder: bolts, were ſtirred up. 

& And yet we could ſcarce ſee: for the eyes of all beholders were 
& ſo hurt, with thoſe ſharp pricking and Sulphuxeous Smoaks and 
<« Vapours, that almoſt all became blind for three dayes; ſo as nor 
tc only to ſee nothing, but were alſo ſeiz'd with ſo great and fo 
f ce grievous a pain, that they wept continually, and bewail'd their 
& moſt miſcrable lot. But when they rerurn'd to their free eyeſight, 


1 * ay ſaw all cheir Silver and Golden, both Veſſels and Garments, 


7 & and all Pictures, drawn over with a yellow colour. And ſuch 
* c. a great multitude of Pumice- ſtones that fiery Gulph vomitted 
2 & forth, chat it covered the whole ſurface of the Sea, * that ſcarce 
le ic any one could pals in a Veſſel. It is moſt certain, that they were 
d ** convey'd even to Smyrna, and Conſtantinople; and all Shoars and 


4 Coaſts filled there with. Now the force of this burning was greateſt 

t ic che two firſt months: Foraſmuch as the Neighbour-Sea ſeem*d 

4 e even to bubble like a boyling Pot; And night and day huge 
4 


c& Globes 


I 
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„ Globes and flakes of Flames, and moſt thick heaps of furled pit- 


« chy Smoak mounted up. 8 f 

&« Which if at any time, by an adverſe wind, were carried to tlie 
ce next places, brought, beſides a moſt grievous ſtink, deſtruction 
cc both to Birds, Beaſts, yea and to very Men themſelves. As it ha 

cc pened the ninth of October, and fourth of November, that fifty 
cc — choak'd with the ſmoak and ſtench, moſt ꝑmiſerably 
c periſh'd; beſides an innumerable multitude of Birds, Sheep, Oxen 
cc and Aſſes. The ſame happened to nine Mariners, who paſſing b 
& night that way, in their Veſſel, after three dayes, were found all 
ce halt burnt, and were buryed in the Iſland Ne, ſixty miles diſtant 
«from Santorin. 

But the other four Months, although that Heſliſh Hearth or Fur- 
nace, remitted much of its vigor and fierce heat, and could ſcarce lift 
it ſelf above the waves : yet nevertheleſs it ſeem'd both to caſt our 
Pumice-ſtones, and even to labour and ſtrive towards the forma. 
tion of 2 New Iſland: which although it does not yet appear above 
Water, yet in a calm Sea, a ſhallow Ford is obſerv'd, which the 
Water {wims over, ſcarce eight cubits Ingh. But now if it be ask'd a 
Whether yet theſe Fires are quite allayed? *Tis anſwered, That 
they ſeem ſometimes to revive : Sith tis diligently obſerv d, that the 
Sea boyls and rages there very often, and ſends up ſmoak with che 
waves; And eſpecially this year x656, the 11th day of Fane, and 
three dayes following. \ , 

Even the Geographick Dictionaries alſo record, that both this 

Santorine, and the other little Iſland by, to have aroſe out of the Sea 
of late years; the one an hundred years ſince, and the other fifty. 
And that the Sea is exceeding deep thereabouts; and huge and fear- 
full Noiſcs-to be there heard. 
Italy, Sicily, together with the neighbouring Iſlands of che Medi- 
terrancan, correſponding with them, &c, are moſt notorious 3 But 
of them, and their Remarkables, and particular Relations by them- 
lelves, in the next Chapter. 

In the Aclantick Ocean, Weſtyard ; the Azores or Tercera's, 
can ſcarce be inhabited for the vehemency of Fires, and Earthquakes 
together therewith 3 Which about rweay years ſince, ſo ſhook the 
univerſal Ifland of St. Michael, and made fo great ravagings, that 
it almoſt wholly ſunk in an Abyſſe or bottonileſs Gulph; 

« For on June the 26th, in the _ 1638, formidable Earth- 
e quakes began to make the univerſal Iſland fhake and quake, for 
the 


*. 
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te the ſpace of eight dayes; fo that che Cities, Towns and Caftles 
cc being deſerted , Men were forc'd to dwell in the open Fields; 
"© chiefly thoſe of YVargen, where the Earthquakes raged more tan- 
& perouſly than in other places. After which Earthquakes, ſucceeded 
the following Prodigy. Six miles diſtant from the Pick (commonly 
ce called the Pick of Camerine) is a place called Ferreira, w here Fiſher- 
* men with their Boats were wont to fiſh, eſpecially in the Sum- 


& mer-time, For there in a dayes time, they caught ſuch a multi- 


ci tude of Fiſh of all kinds, as no Boat returned laden with leſs chan 
ec ten thouſand Fiſh. In this tract therefore of the Ocean, on Satur- 
ic day in the month of Faly, in the year 1638, Fire broke forth wich 
cc ſuch 4n unexpreſſible violence, notwithſtanding the depth of the 
& {aid place of the Ocean, found often heretofore by the Fiſhers to 
© be an 120 ſoot deep; that indeed the very Ocean would not ſut- 
ce fice to Extinguiſh ſo great a burning. The fpace which the boyl+ 
ing. fire took up, was as great as would ſerve for the ſowing of two 
4 Buſhels of Wheat; breaking forth with ſo great violence, that 
4 notwithſtanding the faid protundity of the Ocean, it reach'd as 
< high as the Clouds; being elevated into the ſupream Region of the 
« Air; carrying with it the very Water, Sand, Earth, Stones, and 
© other mighty heaps, juſt like Featherbeds flying up into the Air. 
„Which afar off appear'd a fad ſpectacle ro Beholdets ; But the 
cc melted matter returning down into the Sea again, reſembled a 
«Kind of Pultis or Framenty. Moreover, it is to be aſcribed to the 
ce benignity of the Divine Providence, that at that time the Wind 
ac was terreſtrial, ruſhing forth from the parts of the Iſland, againſt 
ce the rage of the outragious Fire; without which, the whole Iſland 
ce had without doubt been burnt, and periſhed with this formidable 
cc combuſtion. Then preſently aſter it caſt forch ſtones o. ſuch vaſt 
cc. higneſs, of the height of three Lances, or piked Staues; that you 
cc wouldfay, not Stones, but entire Mountains were caſt out. And 
cc this was added to the horror; That the ſtony Mountains which 
cc were caſt forth on high, falling back again, and meeting and dath- 
cc ing againſt others, thrown out alofr, at a good diſtance, out of 
ic the bowels of the Sea, broke into a thouſand pieces with a terrible 
ce noiſe and ratling; which afterwards being took up into your 
cc hands, mouldred into a black Sand: 
« Moreover, out of the various and vaſt multitude of rejected Of- 
44 falls, and the collection and heaping together of innumerable 
& ſtones, a ne Illand aroſe, and that even in the midſt of che _ 
deep 
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ec deep Ocean. In the beginning indeed, little, of five Acres only; 
a — to ſuch a bigneſs, that four dayes as 
tc ir took up the length of five miles, Aud ſo great a multitude of 
cc Fiſh periſhed with this burning, as ſcarce e ght Ships of Indian 
c Burden could contain z which. being diſperſed far and wide, up 
c and down the Iſland, leſt they ſhould cauſe ſome Contagion by 
cc their putrifaction, they were collected together by che Inhabi- 
cc rants all about, and buried in moſt deep-dugg ditches for eighteen 
ec miles round about. But the ſcent of Sulphur was ſmelt for the 
ec ſpace of twenty four miles. This from the Relation of the Pa- 
abers of the Socict . 

- Thele viſible inſtances of — Burnings of the Earth, are 
notable — that there are laid in the hidden Mines of 
Providence, ſuch a proviſion of combuſtible matter, as will ſerve for 
an Univerſal Conflagration of the Earth, when the day of Venge- 
ance ſhall make uſe of theſe Treaſuries of Wrath. 

We might add further Arguments of Subterraneous Fires, and 
the Fewel thereof; from Earthquakes,and hot Fountains ; Of which 
there are ſome in Peru, as Acoſta reports, that are ſo hot, that a Man 
cannot endure his hand ſo long, as the repeating of an Ave-Aarie. 
There be infinite numbers of theſe in the Province of Charchas. He 
makes meution alſo, in the ſame place, of ſeveral Springs and Foun- 

. rains that run with Pitch and Rofin, Which yet ſeems nothing ſo 
ſtrange, as thoſe Baths Fallopius ſpeaks of, in the Territories of Par- 
we, .w hoſe Water catches Fire at a diſtance ; But theſe are ſome- 
thing from our preſent deſign, and therefore paſs them by. 


CHAP. V. 


Of the Remarkables of the Italian Vulcano 7, gnd their 
prodigious Eruptions in particular; . with particular 
Re lati ons, . ; 


Ow Italy of all Lands, eſpecially Continents, has been moſt no- 
H torious for Vulcanian Eruptions and Combuſtions, has alread y 
been obſerved. It remains therefore, now only to take notice of the 
moſt remarkable; which are thoſe about Fata, with the Phle- 
green Plain; now called Sulfatars ; aud the V eſuvian ; All within 
the Kingdom of Naples, (which has near communication and com- 
| merce 
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meree with the /Erncen in Sicily) namely in. Tad Lavore'; 
which Land was anciently called Campi Falix, from the won» 
derful fertiliry thereof, So exceeding; fruicful in Wines and Wheat, 
that it is called by Fler, the Land of Strife between Bachns & Ceres, 
and deſervedly : For in this noble Region, one may fee large and 
beautiful Fields, overſhaded with rich Vines, thick and delightful 
Woods, ſweet Fountains, and moſt wholſom Springs of running 
Waters, as well for health, as delight and pleaſure ;, and in a word 
whatſoever a covetous mind can —— aim at, or à carnal covet. 
And yet all this Campania, - as was ſhew'd, ts, or has been, 
obnoxious to Fires; and abounds with ſulphuzeous and combuſti- 
ble Earth and Materials 5 which no doubt tend to its fructification. 
To begin with the Phlegræan fields. Concerning which, | 
Hear firſt, what Mr. Sandys, in his Travels, ſayes. 


Df Vulcan's Court deſcribed. 


The Court of Vulcan, call'd the Phlegrzan fields heretoſore; for 
that Herewles here overthrew the Gyants, for their inhumanity and 
inſolencies; aſſiſted with Lightning; from Heaven: 


1 Earth with ibowtll'd Flamen, 50 fuming glass; 
And Water with Fire, Sulphar mixt, uro. 


Whereupon grew the Fable of their warring with the Godds. Bu 
hear we: Petronius deſcribing it: 


A place ſuch in yanning Cliffs, tuin 
o 
With black, Cocytus waves : For Winds that ſtrain 
To ruſh forth there, a deadly heat contain, 
Th' Earth fruits in Autumn bears not, ner glad Field 
Once pats on Green; or ſpromting branches yield 
Their Vernal Songs, : But Chaos and ragg'd Stone, 
Smirche with black, Pumice, there rejoyce,. o regrown- 
With muurnfal Cypreſs. Dis bis bead here raiſes, 
Cover d with Aſhes pale, and Funeral blazes, 


A naked Level it is, in form of an Oval, twelve hundred forty and 
foot long, a thouſand broad, and inrironed wich high difhe hills, 


that 
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- Whereof à Water is made, that forthwith putteth out all characters 
that are uritteu in Paper. The flower of is here ſound eve 
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unt ſume on each ſide, and have their Sulphurous ſavour tranſports 


ed by the Winds, to places far diſtant. You would think, and 
no doubt think truly, that the hungry Fire had made this Valley 
with coutinual feeding, ; which breaks out in a number of places. 
And ſtrange it ſeemeth to a ſtranger, that men dare walk up and 
douin with fo great a ſecurity: The Earth as hot, as ſufferable, being 
hollow underneath; where the Fire and Wateꝝ make a horrible 
rumbling, conjoyning together, as if one were fuel to the other: 
here and there bubling up, as if in a Caldron over a Fornace ; And 
ſprouting aloft into the Air, at ſuch time as che Sea is inraged with 
tempeſts. In ſome places.; ot che colour of Water, which is ming- 
led wich Soot ; in others, as if with Lime, according to the com- 
plexion of che ſeveral Minetals.. The flames do many times ſhif 
places, abandouing the old, and making new Eure the mouths 
of the vencs invironed with yellow cinders) ar iſing with fo ſtrong 
a vapour, that Stones thrown in, are forthwith ejected. Vet for 
all cheſe terrors, it is hourly trod upon both by men and horſes : 
and I clorted unto by. the diſeaſed in May, June and w#ly, who re- 
ceive the fume at their mouths, ears, noſtrils, and ſuch other parts of 
cheir bodies, as are ill affected; which heateth, but und. not : 
that being only ſovereign that evaporateth from Brimſtone : It mol. 
lifieth the finews, fherpnerh the ſight, aſſvageth the pains of the 
head and ſtomach, makes the barten pregnant, cures violent fea- 
vers, itches, ulcers, r From January to Oftober, the Husband- 
men hereabout do ſtir their Glebe at ſuch time as much ſmoak doth 


ariſe, and that they know that it eth from Sulphur : which 
doth add to the ſoyl a marvelous ity, From hence they exact 


yearly three thouſand pounds weight. Another kind of Sulphur is 
gotten here, not taken from the Fire; but found in the Earth: of 
eſpecial uſe for the dying of Hair, and familiarly experimented by 
Women. White Salt-Armoniack is here found alſo. At the foot 
of this Mountain that regardeth the Eaſt, are Minerals of Allome, 
and the beſt of the World. In the top of the Mountain are certain 
lictle veins of a white matter like Salt; much uſed by Sinners: 


where, excellent, and tranſparent; with white and red Niter. The 
place is ſaid by the Roman Catholicks to be diſquieted with Devils: 
and that the "4 underneath, is a part of Purgatory, where departed 
ſouls have a temporal -puniſhment. The Fryers that dwell hard 


by 


. 
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by in the Monaſtcry of Saint-Fanuary, report that they often do 
hear fearful ſhreeks and groanings. They tell alſo a late ſtory of a 
certain youth of Apulia, a Student in Naplesy who deſperate in his 
fortunes, advifed with the Devil, arid was perſwaded by him to 
make him a Deed of Gift of himſelf, and to write ic in his own 
Blood; in doing whereot he ſhould in ſhort time recover his loſſes, 
Believing the Deluder, according to appointment he came unto this 
place, with that execrable Writing: when af1ighred with the mul- 
ricades of Devils that appear'd unto him, he fled to the aforeſaid 
Monaſtery, and aquainted the Prior with all that happened, He 
communicated it to the Biſhop, (now or late living) who informed 
the Pope thereof: by whoſe command he was caft into Priſon, and 
after condemned to the Gallics. Poſſible it is that this may be true 
but Damian the reporter of that which followeth, (though a 
Cardinal) might have had the Whetſtone, if he had not alledged 
his Author: who telleth of a number of hideous Birds, which ac- 
cuſtomed to ariſe from hence on a ſudden in the evening of the Sab- 
bach; And to be ſeen until che dawning of the day, ſtalking on the 
tops of the hills, ſtretching out chew wings, and pruning their fea- 
thers ; never obſerv d to feed, nor to be taken by the art of the Fow- 
ler: when upon the croaking of che Raven that chaſed them, they 
threw themſelves into theſe filthy waters: Said to be damned fouls, 
tormented all the week long, and ſuffered to refreſh themſelves on 
the Sabbath, in honour of our Saviour's Reſurrection. This he re- 

rts from the mouth of the Archbiſhop labert. But if this be 

ell, what a deſperate end made that unhappy German, who nor 
long ſince ſlipt into theſe Fornaces? or what had his poor Horſe com- 
mitted that fell in with him, that he ſhould be damued ; at leaſt re- 
tained in Purgatory > The matter that doth nouriſh theſe Subter- 
raneau Fires, is Sulphure and Bitumen. Bur there it is fed by the 
latter, where the flame doth mix with che water, which is not by 
water to be extinguiſhed : approved by che compoſitiou of choſe Ig- 
nes Admiyabiles, or Admirable Waters. 

Nigh hereunto are the ruines of a magnificent Amphitheater, en- 
viron'ng in an Oval, a Court, an hundred threeſcore and #welve 
feet long, and fourſcore and eiglit over : thrown down by au Farch® 
quake not many ages ſince z which here happen no: ſeldom, by the 
violence of euflamed and ſuppreite l vapours. Dedicated it was to 
Vulcan; and not without cauſe, he ſeeming in cheſe parts to have 


ſuch a Sovereignty. A latter relation and account we have of chele 
: Plains 
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—— Plains by Kercher, which we will give you allo z and is as follows 


« > vcrnous, with an infulite number of boles, and are cvery where 


at length 


A Deſcription of the Phlegrzan Plain, in the Fields of 


Puizol, or Puteoli, near Naples, by Athanaſ. Kir- 
cher, bis own Obſervation, An, 1638. 


In the Year 1638. paſſing by Naples, I could not let 15 the o 
portunity ot inquiring aud looking into theſe ſulphureous ins, l 
much celebrated in all Ages: Which che Autients called che Phle- 
green Plains. Having therttore got through a ſubterrancous paſſage, 
which they commonly call the rette (which we have elſew here de- 
ſcrib'd) Arched, and made hollow, or vaulted between the Moun- 
tain Pawſi/ppis z not far from P, between the Jaws of the 
Mountims, a Plain ſtretched forth far and wide, preſents it ſelf to 
view. A Plain altogether tormidable and full of horror; in leugth 
they lay t aoo foot, in breath a 1000. Pliny writes, that they 


were called the Phlegren, Plains, from their flames and burning; 


(tor ſo dhe word ſignities.) But Cornel. Strabs calls it, Vulcan's open 
Marker- place ( publick Theater or Court.) For in manner of a huge 
Theater, as it wese, it {ends forth — — fires 3 and begers much 
Sulphur and cqubuſtible and inflamable matter, and therefore called 
Sal fa. A place where alſo ſome fable the Giants to have been o- 
rercoſne by Herculg Little Hills are beheld there to burn and 
flame in che very bottom; for they alwayes exhale forth great ſmokes 
every where, with a ſulphureous ſtench through many holes,which 
are carried by the Winds through all che neighbouring Regions, even 
unto Naples alſo. This whole Plain is ſurrounded with Hills, or 
high & ſteep Rocks ; whereof the top or Pick, once very high, being 

— by perpetual fires, is concluded from the very 
torm of the place, to have funk iuto a moſt profound Vale. There- 


fore that luch was once the top, 15 now a deep ditch, or hole, in a 
" — Vale. Aud what were the coaſts or ſides of the Monntain 


cretofore, are now the tops of Cliffs and Rocks. And theſe, here- 
totore indeed, as Dion Caſſizs witneſlerh, vomited forth fires and 
flames in greater quantity. The ncighbour Mountains alſo did con- 
tinually burn, and caſt forth chick fumes and fiery Waters, as it 


Vere, out of Furnaces. But now the very Plains, no otherwiſe then 


the Phlegrean Hills, being exhauſted with perperual flames, are ca- 


yel- 
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| ifh with a ſulphureous matter and colour. The ſoil alſo, TY 
when it is touch'd by ſuch as walk thereupon, ſounds and rattles 
like a Drum, as it were, by reaſon of the concavities z and you may „ 
feel, as it were, not without aſtoniſhment, boyling waters under your 
feet, and thick and fired fumes, to hiſs and flow hither and thither, 
with a greac crackling noiſe, through Pipes and Subterraneous (Ca- 
verns, made. by the force of the hot Exhalations. VVhich force, 
how great it is, you may try, by ſtopping any hole, with a heavy ſtone, 
or ſo; for then you ſhall ſee the violent force of the ſmoke preſently 
to belch it forth again, IP : 

Yet an huge Laky-ditch in the ſame Plain did wonderfully aſſect 4 brrri- 
me: For it is tound full of boyling waters, and ready to fright one — 28 
with their blackneſs. You would ſay, it was a Kettle or Caldron boy- 1 Pond, 
ling with Pitch and Roſin. V Vhich forthwith changes place*; and 
the waters growing hard on the brim of the Caldron, is made nar- 
rower or wider, as the force and impetyouſnes of the Exhalathn is 


— 


greater or leſſer. a . 

That alſo is wonderful; That that brallowing Gulph, caſſa forth 4 marvel. 
waters on high, eight or ten foot above a-qarts height, in the faſhion /ous force 
of a Pyramid, and thoſe fat and-clayie, and almoſſ ofa ſalphureous Y — 
colour. VVhich even the Inhabitants of Patrol do confels ; who ff w2. 
affirm, that theſe boyling waters are ſhot forth on high, to ſurteen, or ters. 
even twenty four palm height ſometimes, And this eſpecially when: 
the Sea rages ; but not ſo likewiſe when it is calm. A moſt clear 
ſign certainly, that theſe marvellous effects of the exalted liquor, pro- 
ceed from no where elſe, but from the Sea: For the Sea being toſſed 
with the ſtorms of winds, whilſt through ſabrerrancous paſlages ir 
ſollicites, as it were, the Steward or diſpenſer of this mel:e4 liquid 
matter; tis no wonder, that a Liquor, not knowing how to contain 
it ſelf in its own narrow bounds, ſhould be darted forth on high,” 
beyond its limits, conſtituted thereungo by nature. By ſo much in- 
deed the more violently, by how much the impetuous afflux of che 
Sea thruſts it forth with greater violence. Yea, and the dwers colour 
of the waters at that timeʒ compounded of the various mixture of the 
Sea-water, with the various mixture of the Mineral Juices ; Name- 
ly, of thoſe waters, which, from the more profound boyliug Springs 
of the Earth, the ſubterraneous winds, agitated by the ragings of the 
Sea, and growing ſtronger and ſtronger amidſt the flames, belch 
forth 3 does plainly teach. But the Sea being ſtill calm, none of . 
theſe things are perceiv'd ; = the waters are only beheld fac, or 
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ch; and filthy with a black coaly ſoot, together with a certain 


eſſervency or boyling. ; ' | 

What ſhall I ſay of the Mountains aud Rocks, with which this 
Valcanian Plain is encompaſſed and guarded. There are beheld in 
theſe conveyances or paſſages, as it were, of Chimneys, not a few 
breathing-holes, ſome of which belch forth a perpetual wind, with 
a formidable ſound, and crackling noiſe 3 and witch ſuch a force, 
chat if you calt a ſtone thereinto, it being ſtruck back preſently, you 
ſhall receive it caſt forth again with great force. Some darr forth 
ſmoak mixt wich flames. You would think your ſelf almoſt in the 
midſt ot Hell; where all things appear hori1d, fad and lamentable, 
with a moſt formidable face of things, Alſo you are almoſt ſtruck 
even breathleſs, with the ſtench of Sulphur, Bitumen, Napthe, and 
ocher Earths, Clayes, Marles, and Minerals. And yet although the 

lace be ſo horrid ;; yer thoſe who labour in making of Sulphur, 
Naer, Varied &c. reap much profit thereby, 

Further; We muſt not omir hete Mr. Sexdys's relation of a moſt 
memorable both Earthquake and Burning, which happened not far 
from theſe Plains, near unto the City Pata, in che year 1538. 
with the new-formed Mountain. For the famous Lake Lacrizme, 
near Put xl, extended formerly (it ſeems indeed to have been joyn'd 
with it on one fide) to the deadly ſulphureous Lake Avernw, ſup- 
pos d the entrance into Hell by ignorant Antiquity; where they 


offered internal ſacrifice to Pluto and the Manes, there ſaid to give 


Anſwers; is now no other than a little ſedgy plaſh, choak'd up by 
the horrible and aſtoniſhing eruption of the new Mountain; here- 
cf as oft as I think, I am caſie to credit whatſoever is wonderful. 

For who hcre knows not, or who elſewhere will believe, that a 
Mountain ſhould ariſe ( artly out of a Lake, and partly out of the 
Sea) in one day and a night, unto ſuch an height, as to contend in 
al::tude with the high Mountains -adjoyning ? In the ycar of our 
Lord 1538, on the 29th of September, when for certain dayes fore- 
going, the Couutry hereabout was fo vexed with per Earth- 
quałkcs, as no one Bays was leſt. ſo intire, as not to expect an imme- 


diate ruine ; After that the Sea had retired two huiſdred paces from 
the ſhoar (leaving abundance of Fiſh, and Springs of freſh-water ri- 
ſing in the bottom) this Mountain viſibly aſcended about the ſecond 
hour of the night, with au hideous roar ing, horribly vomiting ſtones, 
and ſuch ſtore of cinders, as overwhelmed all che buildings here- 
about, aud the ſalubrious Baths of Triper gula for ſo 2 — 

— rated; 
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lebrated; conſumed the Vines to Aſhs, killing Bird and Beaſts + 
The fearful inhabitants of Parzol flying through the dart with their 
wives and children, naked, defiled, crying out, and deceſting rheir 
calamities. Manifold miſchiefs had they ſuffered by the Barbarous, 
et none like this which Nature inflicted. But hear we ic deſcrib'd 
y Bor gius. 

What gloomy fumes daes glorious Eye obſcure ? 

The putchy Lake effus'd through Sulphury Caves, 

Higher than in, Fire, throws flaming waves : 

Hath Phleg ton broke into Avern ; with groans 

whirling the horrid flouds, and rumbling ſtones ? 

T he Baian waves reſownd ; freſh ſireams aſcend ; 

And ſeveral wayes their ſpeedy currents bend. 7 

Miſenus lets bis Trumpet fall, ſcarce beard, 

Sick Prochyta a ſecond ruine fear d. 

Loud roarings from Earths ſmoaking womb ariſes, 

eAnd fill with fearful groan the darkned Skies. 

A ſad ſour face doth menace from the Weſt ; 

Whence (harper plagues the Latian Towns iufeſt. 

Then furious Wink: to Skies buge ſtones eett; 

Which, likg 4 Compaſs turn'd abomt, crect 

A round Amphitheatral. Flouds of Stone, 

From belching Gulf, in Millions ſtrai ght forth thrown. 


Nor can what they then ſuffered be ever forgotten, having ſuch 
a teſtimony ſtill in view as is this ſtrange Mountain; advancing his . 
top a mile above his baſis. The ſtones hereof are ſo light and pory, 
that they will not fink when thrown into the water. The cauſe of 
this accident is afcribed unto the neighbourhood of the Sea and hol- 
lownels of the ſoil : whereby eaſily engendred cxhallations, being 
hurried about with a moſt violent motion, do inflame that dry and 
bicuminous matter; caſting it upward, and making way for their 
ficry expirations. To chole alſo is the retiring of the dea to be attri- 
buted: who ſtrugling to break forth, do ratifie and fo raile the 
Earch, hich thereby alſo as it were made thirſty, fucks the water 
through crannies into her ſpangy and hot intrails : increaſing rhe 
vapours,not decreaſing the fire; by reaſon of the Bitumen. Perhaps 
Delos and Rhodes, unſeen in the firſt Ages, were made apparant by 
ſuch. means: how ever, divers of the Valcanello's or Liperitan Iſlands 


were without perad venture; All of them having flam d, aud being 
HOW 
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— now more in number than obſerved by the Ancients. This new 


Mountain, when newly raiſed, had a number of iſſues, at ſome of 
them ſmoking, and ſomerimes flaming : at others diſgorging rivo- 
lets of hot waters q keeping within a terrible rumbling : and many 
miſerably periſhed, that ventured to deſcend.iuto the hollowneſs a- 
bove. Bur that hollow on the top, is at this preſent an Orchard; 
Aud the Mountain thorow-our is bereft of tus terrors. 


Of Veſuvius, a Vulcantan Mountain, in the Kingdom of 
Naples /ikewiſe, now called Monte di Somma. 


The moſt noted Vulcano of the Mountain Veſuviuu, is allo in this 
happy Country of Campania, 2 little further remov'd from Naples; 
whoſe ragings aud eruptions have been wonderfully remarkable in 
all Ages: Aud yet-notwichſtanding all its fires aud burnings, its 
Hills are full of Vines and Olives; and all its Fields abour, of won- 
derful fruitfulueſs; fave only the Top alone, where it hath a great 
Plain bare, and bearing no manner of fruit at all. The face of the 
Earth like Cinders or Aſhes, and old ruinated and waſted Rocks ; 
undoubted ſigns of its ancient and often Burnings. 

Veſuvins then is a Mountain of C 4 Felix, about eight miles 
from Naples; which alſo hath received great injuries and prejudices 
by its Cinders and violent hurling forth of Stones, flung even to its 
Walls and Edifices. This Mountain has vaſt Fountains of Fire; 
And heretofore was on every fide high, before the inward parts were 
conſumed wich fires. It utters uſually ſmoak by day; but by night 
flames. Its manner is to ſend forth a loud ſound or roaring noiſe, 


aud bellowing firſt; and then to belch forth an huge force of Cin- 


ders, with the manifeſt danger of paſſers by. But if a more vehe- 
ment Wind ly upon it, the Aſhes or Cinders are rais'd ſo high, 
and drove ſo tar in length, that tis certain, they have ſomerimes 
been carried, as Procopius teſtifies, even as far as Conſtantinople it (elf; 
and All at length fo afſrighted, that they ran to their prayers for 
many years, to avert the wrath of God. Thus Cel. Rbodi gin. 

Mr. Sand's Relation runs thus : 


This Mountain hath a double top; that towards the North doth 


end in plain : the other towards the South aſpireth more high, 
which when hid in clouds, prognoſticates rain to the Neopolitans. 
In the top there is a large decp hollow, wichout danger to be de- 


ſcended 
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ſcended into, in form of an Amphitheatre ; in the midſt a pit which "———- 


leads into the entrails of the Earth, from whence the Mountain in 
times paſt did breath forth terrible flames; the mouth whereof is 
almoſt choaked with broken Rocks and Trees that are fallen therein. 

ext to this; the matter thrown up is ruddy, light, and ſoft : 
more removed, black and ponderous : the uttermoſt brow that de- 
clineth like the ſears in a Theater, flouriſhing with Trees and excel- 
leut Paſtorage. The midſt of the Hill js ſhaded wich Cheſnut-rrees, 
and others, bearing ſundry fruits. The lower parts admirably cloa- 
thed wich Veins, that ford the beſt Greek-Wines of the World : 
which hath given to the Mountain the name of Di Sommo, in re- 
gard of their excellency; affording to the Owners the yearly re- 
venue of three hundred thouſand Duckats. So now it hath loſt the 
name of Veſuviu, with the cauſe why it was given, which ſignifiech 
a Spark, as Veſem a Conflagration. 

Bur never any thing appear'd fo horrible, as that which happened 
in the firſt or third years Reign of the Emperour Titus, eighty years 
after Chriſt. For then it diſgorg'dJuch boyling waves and flouds of 
Fire, as conſum'd the neighbouring Cities; And then alſo it was 
that Pliry the ſecond, that great ſearcher of Nature, and famous Au- 
thor of the Natural Hiſtory, and then Admiral of the Roman Navy, 
defirous to diſcover the — was ſuffocated in his too near ap- 
proaches, and reſearch after ſo great Myſtery of Nature; As wi:- 
neſſeth his Nephew, in an Epiſtle to Cornel. Tacitus, Not indeed 
wiltully, and on fer purpoſe, as tis ſaid, (but I chink falTy) of tlie 
other grand Philoſopher, that he threw himſelf into the courrary E- 
lement, becauſe he could not underſtand the ftrange Myſtery ther eo. 
At that time not only iſſued forth ſuch ſtore of Smoałk, that the very 
Sun ſeem'd to be in the Eclipſe ; but alſo huge Stones; and of Ajhes 
ſuch plenty, that Rome, Africk and Syria, were even covered: And 
beſides Beaſts, Fiſh and Fowl, it overwhelmed with Pumice-ſtones, two 
adjoyning Cities, Herculanum and Pompeios, with the people ſuing 
in the I beater. There were heard diſmal naiſes all about the Pro- 
vince, and Giants of incredible bigneſs ſeen to ſtalk up and down 
the top and edges of the Mountain (or rather in peoples ex:ravaganc 
fancies;) which extraordinary Accident was adjudged either a cauſe 
or preſage of the future Peſtilence, which raged in Rome and Italy 
long after. Hieronyme Bor gims touching the horrible roarings aud 
thundrings of this Mountain, thus ſets it forth in ſutable Verſe; 
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Then remote Africk ſuffer'd the dire heat 
Of rwefold Rage, with ſhowri of Duit repleat : 
Scorcht Egypt, Memphis, Nilus felt, a d 
The woful T empeſt_in Campania ras d. | 
Not Alia, Syria, nor the Towers that fland 
Tn Neptune's ſurges; Cyprus, Creer, (Joves Land 
The ſcatier'd Cyclads; nor the Muſes ſeat, 
(Mincrva's Toms) that vaſt Plague ſcap d: Such . , 
Such vaprars break, forth from Fall jaws, then ſhone ; 
When Earth-born, horrible Orimedon 
Hot, vomnits ire, beneath Veluvius thrown, 


Plon allirms in a manner as much. But Bodin, the cenſurer of all 
H.ſtorians, doth deride it. Notwirhſtanding Caſſiodorw writes as 
great matters of a later Conflagration ; whereupon Theedoricns * 
(firſt King of the Gorhs in Italy) did remit his Tribute to the dam- 

nificd Campanians. Marcellinus further obſerves, that the Aſhes 

thereof traniforted in the Air, obſcured all Europe: and that the Con- 

ſtantinopolitans bring wonderfully affrigbted therewith, ( inſomuch as 

the Emperor Leo forſock_the City) in memorial of the ſame, did yearly 
celebrate the 12th of November, Ic alſo burnt in the ſixth year of 
Conſtantine the fourth; which was about the year of Chriſt 640: 
and at ſuch time as Belli ſariaus took Naples; ( which was about the 
year 549) and groaned, bur ejected no Cinders : and again when 
the Saracens invaded Africa, ſometime after, &c. 

Plaut ina writes that it flamed in the year 685 prognoſticating 
the dcath of Pope Benediſt tbe ſecond, with enſuing ſlaughters, ra- 
pines, and deaths of Prince During the Papacy of two other Be- 
nedicte, the 8th and che ↄth, it is ſaid to have donqthe like. The 
later, the laſt flaming thereof, which was in the yea 1024; ( yet 
oſten ſince it hath been wonderfully feared;) excepting of late ycars 
again. And although it hath made ſundry dreadful devaſtations; 
yer the fruittul Aſhes thrown about, did ſeem to repair the forego. 
n loſſes wich a quick and marvellous fertility, At the ſoot of the 
Hill chere are divers vents, out of which exceeding cold winds do 
continaally fue 3 ſuch as by Venteducts from the vaſt Caves above 
Padua, they let into their Rooms at their pleaſure, to qualifie the 
heat 0; Sumamer. Ir ſcems Records of Hiſtory reach beyond the Be- 
&!1111:173 and aft ERAiptions of this Mountain. For Spartacus the 
Fencc:, and Ring-leaccr of the fugitive Bond-ſlaves (which was 

about 
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about the year of the Word 38 $0, aud before Chriſt about 70.) 


NO ls 2 gran) Wore Ron's 1 d. his Mountain 
the eat o his War . e be i Let rauge "RA 
Tagen; with bands made of Vine dH entod into the Vota bf the 
Hill, (being long before it firſt began to flame) and finding dut a 
ivate paſlage, iſſuecl ay upon the ,uulylpctiug Romans; 
Fd ou chew Teuts; and purſuing hys Victory, over-ran all Cam- 
is. | | | 
12 The year 16 10 has been memorable, for the burning 
flames of the Mountain Yeſwnm.;, the, which being. renewed on 
the month of February, brought a yery large waſtug ; but a great 
affrightmenc to the Neapolirans ; who, ſolemu fupplications being 
roclaimed. Went in Proce ſion with che Head of uur, chcir 
Aatron, aud Defender of ther City, carried about; whereby the 
filly people were male to believe, the deſtiuction hanging over their 
heads to have been turued away z even as they are to chis day. 
Alſo in che year 1631 was a new Huption; Earthquakes and 
Roarings as ſually) preceding. Aud again in a flame in 1635, 
with an Eauthquake in Mass; as bkewiſe again in 1638. And 
indeed uot quite appeas d and extiugt all that rune, molt likely. 
The ſame year 634, or 35; (but this occaſionlly by the by) eveu 
England ſhook, and trembled about Lenden; a Marſh there boy- 
ling wich blacx waters, c.. Alſo at Mitecberg it rained Brimſtone; 
And in rhe month of My 1644, a great Wood, belonging to the 
Dukedom af Nor-mberg, of cight thouſaud Acres of Land, burned 
in a flame; with divers other like Prodigies. Petav. Hiſt, 
Laſtly, in 1660, Peſavixs again brake forth with Combuſtions, 
There remains nothing more to add, but K:rcber's particular re- 
lation and account thereof; who in che year 1638, ventured up to 
obſerve its nature and workings z As he had done Ates and 
Sur uunball before in the fame year, when all thoſe Mauncains were 
outragious with moſt devouring Eruptions. her e, obſerving things 
all belief in all of them, could do ſo much with him, that from 
thence he took occaſion and beginning ot happily ſetting upon that 
glorious work, of bis Subterrancows World ; ſiuec accompliſhed, 
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og and Pnquiry made into the Mom 
tain Veſuvius, by Kircher, in the year 1638. 


Having a very earneſt deſire, a long time, to underſtand the Mi- 
racles of Subterrancous Nature, it happened that at the ſame time, 
by command of my Superiours, I undertook a voyage into Sicily 
and Malta, in attendance on the moſt excellent Prince Frederick, 
Land-grave of Haſſia, at chitt time chief Admiral, now a moſt wor- 
thy Cardinal, whoſe Oonſeſſor I was. Entring therefore into Sicily, 
I tound ſuch a Theater of Nature, diſplaying her ſelf under won- 
derful vaxiety of things, as I bad with · ſo many deſires withed for, 
Sith what ever thing occurs, in the whole body of the Earth that is 
wonderfull, rare, unuſual, and worthy of Ad miration, I found 
contracted here, as it were, in an Epitomie, by a certain induſtry of 
wiſe and. ſagacious Nature. $7.0 

Being inflamed therefore with an huge defire of ſearching out all 
things particularly. Above all things, firſt I aſcended , the 
fountain of all other Prodigious Effects in Sicily; that I might by 
my own experience, and with my own eyes, fiud out the wenderkal 
things, whuch Hiſtorians of all ages have writ thereof. Then with 
utmoſt diligence I ſearched the ¶Æ dias or Hepbeſtian,. that is, the 
Laparjcan Iſlands, now call'd the /Mcanebe's, or Vnlcanian Iſlands, 
And above all the reſt; Strongylns (now Strombol; ) and Vulcano. 
I ſearch'd our, alſo the Sicilian Straits, called Faro di Meſſina, no 
leſs dangerous for the incredible Reciprocatious oſ its Ragings, than 
infamous for Shipwracks ; with che wonderful motions of Scylla and 
Charybda, and viciſſitudes of their Ebollitions. And whatloever 
things ſtupendous did occur, were- preſently committed to Table. 
Books ; arid after return home, ſerjouſly weighed and deliberated 
by folid and cxact Reaſon, &. di, 32": 4 

But in return home, with ſomo certain private perfons, we were 
by wondertul and unufual ſtorms and ragings of the Sea, to the 
danger of aut lives; forced upon the Shoars of Calabria, or Terra ds 
Otrasto; At che time of thoſe horrible Earthquakes, and ſtrivings 
of Nature, then outragious in thoſe places; to the greateſt peril of 
our lives. But had thereby opportunity ot learning many Secrets of 
Nature. After the happeningoof all which, I had then a deſire, 
being in thoſe parts, to viſit the famous Yeſuviss allo. . * 
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Indivomrn Moiktains, tr: — 
The Relation of which wonderful Farthquakes, now mentioned; 
we, according to —_ method reſerve to another place after- 
wards ; paſſmg them by here, to give firſt his particular acccunt of 
Feſwoyms, (chough laſt wich him) which is bur preſent Argument, 


The RELATION. 


After therefore ſo great dangers ſuſtained by Sea and Land; 
After having diligently ſearched out the incredible power of Nature 
working in ſubterraneous burrows and paſſages, I ſiad a great de- 
fire to know whether Yeſuvins alſo had not ſome ſecret commerce 
and correſpondence with Strongy/ns and tna, in ſo powerfull a 
war and ſtrife of Nature, as I had every where experience of before. 
I went therefore unto Porticus, (the Porch or Entrance) a Town 
ſcituatecbar the foot of the Mountain. Hence hiring an honeſt Coun- 
ery-man, for a true and $kiltull companion and guide of the wayesʒ 
(not wichout indeed an ample reward) I aſcended the Mountain at 
midnight, through difficult, rough, uneven, and ſteep paſſages. At 
whoſe crator or mouth, when I had arrived, I (aw wal is horrible 
to be expreſſed, I aw it all over of a light fire, wich an horrible 
combuſtion, and ſtench of Sulphur and burning Bitumen. Here 
forthwith being aſtoniſhed at the unuſual ſight of the thing; Me- 
thoughts I behel i che habitation of Hell; wherein nothing elſe ſeem- 
ed to be much wancing, beſides the horrid fantaſms and apparitions 
of Devils. There were percerved horrible bellowings and roarinzs of 
the Mountain 3 An unexpreſſible ſtinks Smoaks mixt wich darkiſh 
globes of Fires 3 which both the bottom and fides of the Mountain 
concinually belch d forth out of Eleven ſeveral places z and made 
me in like manner, ever and anon, belch, and as ic were vomit back 
again, at it. O che depth of the Riches of the Wiſdon and Know- 
ledge of God ! How incomprehenſible are thy wayes ! If thou 
ſheweſt chy power againſt the wicked neſs of mankind in ſo formi- 
dable and portentous Prodigies a1 ns of Nacure ; What ſhall 
it be in that laſt day, wherein the Earth (hall be drown'd wich che 
Ire of thy Fury, and the Elements melt wich fervent heat? Morn» 
ing therefore waxing light, that I might ſearch out the Conſtitu. 
tion of the whole Interiours of the Mountain, with all the diligence 
I conld, I choſe a ſaſe and ſecure place to ſer my feet fare upon; 
which was an buge Rock, of a plain ſurface z to which there lay 
open an Avenue, by a deſcent on the Mountain very far; Anifo1 

< Went 


by a Geometrical — the of che Crater to coutain 
almoſt three hundred paces, bur the depth eight hundred. The 
Mountain all up and down everywhere, cragged and broken. No 
gradual declining for any paſſage o the inward ts; but deſcended 
in its compaß or circuit, after the manner of a Cylinder, made hol- 
low directly aud ſtreight. And although the Bottom ſeemed to 
the eye to be couained in a me narrow circumference ; yet accord- 
ing to Optick Accounts and Laws, That — — from the excced- 
ing great diſtance, and profundity, fi innermoſt ſurface of 
the Crater or mouth. In the er of the om, Nature ſcem d 
to have conſtituted, as it were, her Harth of Fire : . Aud to ſay 
truth, a Shop or Workhouſe to make a Vulcanian Kicchin 3 boyling 
with an everlaſting guſhing forth, and ſtreamings of dnbak and 
flames; and imploy d in decocting of Sulphur, Bitumen, and melt. 
ing aud burning other kinds of Minerals ; and by a certain ſecret 
endeavour and enterpriſes ing for deadly ruines and laugh» 
ters aſterwards to be committed. Sith the va included within; 
as they know not how to be contained: fo they did diſcuſe, or ſcat- 
ter the burden chat lay upon them, wich ſo great force and violence, 
accompanied with horrible cracklings and noiſes, that the Mountain 
ſecm'd to be toſt with an Earthquake or trembling. Which when- 
ſocver it happened, the ſupream and ſofter parts of the Mountain, 
which clung together of Aſhes, Cinders, Rains, and other Refuſes 
of Minerals ; being ſhook in pieces, and looſened by the trembling; 
[ll and lo falling like Hills, into the bottom of the Helliſt Gulph ;, did 
1 f from chat various refleiou of the found, ſtir up that crackling noiſe : 
So great and fearful a one, as that any, even of the ſtouteſt and moſt + 
vi:daunced heart, would ſcarce venture to fufter. The matter which 
rs continually belched forth from rhe center of the Mountain, made 
as it were, a new Mountain, indued-with wonderful variety of fur. 
rows ot hoV/ow channels ; wh various ebullition of the melted 
Miucials, flow ing wto all parts of the cireumference 3; of a greeniſh. 
colopr now ; from Braſs; preſently of a yellow colour, from Sul. 
phur, Arſenick, and Sandarack : Now red z. from Cinnabar, Mini- 


um cr Red Lead, and Vermilion 3 then black; from Vxcriol mixt 
wich Water ; or of an Aſhy colour, from the very Cindersz did 
as it wete, by the ingenious Pencil of Nature, form. This little 
Moumaug after the laſt burning of the Mountain, which happened. 

in 
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in the year 1631, (at which time proceeded great Earthquakes, as 
well as Noiſes and Roarings and Tremblings-; as is its cuſtom) hath 
grown ſo big, that we may thence very reaſonably conjecture that 
it is hereafter likely to riſe unto the ſame height, which it once ob- 
tained of old unlek ic be deſtroyed by ſome new burn ng ſupcrvc- 
ning: Which hath happened · iu this very ſame year I now u kite 
theſe things, in the year 1660. For that the Mountain oucragious 
wich a new and horrible burning, . hath ſo caſt down its cop, and 
Crgtor ; chat it appears now much lower at this day, then hat I 
a lie before. deſcribed it to be. And conſequently, ag-it is found 
of greater circumterence; fo of leiler — Having taken a 
view of all theſe things duly ; and returning to Naples z the neut 
day I berook my {elf iuto che land Æ i, which they ca'l /{e 
chia ; of much note, and celebrated with great fame by ancient w ri- 
ters. And thence into the Phlegræan Plain, of P=tzo/ Ficlds, Vul- 


can's Market- place or Theater; (of which before.) Aud whatſo- 


ever, eicher the Antients of Moderns, have related wonderfull of 
thoſe places, I found to be moſt true. | 

Ic is alſo taken notice of in Hiſtory, that there was an Eruption 
and great Buruing, near Carignols in Terra ds Lavoro, which laid 
three Acres of Gzound, all in meer Aſhes and Cinders, Tuſcany al- 
ſo hach a burning Mountain in the Apen; and another in the 
Fields of Ben. There are allo Laky Dicches, Pics, and Dens, 


between Piſteriam and Petra Mala, belching forth perpetual Globes 


of Flames, eſpecially by night. There are noted alſo in the Fields 
of Matis, two famous places full of Burnings, c. But theſe 
with the reſt of [raly, have been barely enumerated before; of which 
we have nothing further remarkable to add. 

And ſo we are at laſt come to che main Fountain and Spring- 
head, in a manner, as we may ſay, of all the ſubterraneaus Frcs. of 
theſe Parts, wich their manifold defolating Eruptions, tua, now 
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CHAP, VI, 
Of the Remarkables of the grand Volcano Etna, in eſpecial; 
and its molt remarkable Erupttont ; togetber with the 
#ulcantan ¶ andi adjoyning. 


N Otwichſtanding the horrid- face of things, by reaſon of the 
frequent, prodigious, and miſchievous Eruptions and Devaſta- 
tions of c/Afrna : Norwithſtanding it continually ſenderh forth 
dreadful flames of Fire; to the aſtoniſhmene of all Beholders; aud 
that its 'Soyl ſprings abundantly with often and eternal Burnings : 
Yet thoſe ſubterraneous fountains of Fire, that continually feed and 
ſupply theſe Vulcano sʒ and the abundance of fat, oily, fulpbureous, 
= inflammable matter and fuel, or nouriſhment, wherewith the 
whole Country thereabouts, and all the Iſland over, is ſo richly 
ſtor'd and manur d with, by Natures own bountiful hand, (tvery- 
where plentioufly preducing Sulphur, Bitumen, and other rich and 
fat Earchs and Marles, &c.) make Siciiy one of the moſt fertile Iſlands 
in the World. | | 

For the Soyl is incredibly fruitful in the beſt Wine, in Oyl, Hony, 
Saffron 3 Minerals alſo of Gold, Silver, and Allom ; together with 
plenty of Salt and Sugar. There are alſo Gems of Agats and Eme- 
raſds. Quarries of — | It yielderh alſo great 
ſtore ot che richeſt Silxs, which growplentifullyabour Meſſine, the 
chief City. Variety of moſt excellent and delirious fruits, both for 
taſte and colour; with ſuch abundance of all ſorts of Grain, that it 
was called» in old times, Horrewns Romani Populi, or the Granary 
of the Roman Empire; whence alſo Cicero call'd it, The City of 
Romes Soul; and doth now furniſh ſome parts of Ioaly, Spain, 
and Barbary, beſides Malta, and the adjacent with that which 
ſhe can ſpare of her ſuperfluities, Nay, Tally doth not only call it, 
the Granary and Storehouſe of the City of Rane, in regard of Corn; 
but adds, that it was accounted for a well-furniſh'd Treaſury ; as 
being able of it (elf, without charge of the State, to cloath, maintain 
and furniſh the greateſt Army, with Leather, Corn, and Apparel. 
And if D;jodorus Siculus may be credited in it, he tells us, that about 
Leominm, now Lentini, and ſome ocher places, Wheat did grow of 
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it ſelf without any labour of the Husbandman. At this day, in fome e 


parts of che Ifle, che ſoyl is ſo exceeding fruictul, that it yeelds unto 
the Husbandman an hundred meaſures of Corn for one, And cer- 
tainly the Corn of this Country muſt needs yeeld a wonderful en- 
creaſe, the King of Spain receiving an hundred thouſand Crowns 
yearly for the Cuſtom of Wheat: In this Country alſo is tht Hill 
Hybla, ſo famous for-Bees and Honey. But too much of the Country. 
We return to its greateſt Wonder of all Ages, and indeed 4 wernae 
culous kind of Portent ibereef, the horrible Mount Aud. 

It is a marvellous Hill, of fearful and ſtupendous Fires & Flames; 
as it were, the very Mouth of. Hell.; diſtanc. Eaſtwards, ten miles 
from the City Catania, ſituated at the foot thereof; From which it 
aſcuds by degrees, to ſo many miles height. Others reckon it fifteen 
miles from Catania: but indeed ſcarce ten Engliſh miles. And yet 
its full heighs in a direct deſcent, according · to its Axis, is com- 
puted by exact Geometricians 30 miles; (as Kireber has it) except 
the Printer has added a Cypher too much: as muſt needs be. This 
aucient City was built, as ſome fay,in the year of the World 3469, 
eighcy nine years after Rome; and near 500 before Chriſt. But o- 


thers in the year 4462, about — years after Chriſt, (The firſt, 


without all doubt, by moſt Authentick Authors, the truer account: ) 
and recciyes both loſs, and (if Strebs may be belie- d) advantage, 
from its nearneſs to Æ tua. For the ejected flames have heretofore 
committed horrible waſts,. which gave Amphinomwu, and Anapine, 
two Brethren, an occaſion to become famous for their Piety ; who 
reſcu'd cheir Parents ingag'd by the Fire, and bear them away ou 


their ſhoulders : | whereof Auſonine 5 _ 


Who well fe | Catania? of high fame, 
For Piety of Brothers, ſindg d in Flame. 


Vet it was never known, in all this time, to have been wholly ruin d 


or deſtroy d, by the tertible threatniugs of ſa troubleſome and dan- 
gerous a Neighbour; that ſpares none in his violent raging tits and 
Convulſious : Vet has been ſhrewdly in danger ſomeruncs, and 
much havock'd and.ſpoyl'd in ſome parts chereot ; wherevy it may 
appear, that this laſh and preſeni Eruption (ſo prodigious and fear- 
| 2004 not been the greateſt 5 48 i h not been the foſt H ſame bun- 
Ard. Several Towns aud Cities lay round about, it; All or molt 


now buried in Aſhes and Ruines, by the late excethve burning - 
CO 
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ö conflagration 3 even as many have been in former times. 

It was here in this Infernal Mountain, where the Poets fable that 
Jupiter with his Thunderbolts ſtruck down the Rebel-Giants, the 
Cyclops's, condemned to be Yalean, the Godd ot Fires Hammerers z 
horn they feign, forges here his Father Jupiter Thunderbolts, 
and the Arms ot the Het; and laid this Mountain upon Excelga- 
4 che grand Conſpirator's back, there ſaid to have been buried 3 
and his hot breath to have fixed the Mountain, lying on h-; face : 
As Virgil poetnes; 5 | | 

Enceladus with Thanders ſtruck, , they tell, 

Under the wright vf thu buge Buriben fell, 

Above bim was the mighty laid, 

Who now breaths Fires, through broken Trunks convey'd; 
And «« be weary turns, a Thunder Crack 
Sicily ſhakgs ; and Hrav'n is bung with Black. 


| 
Though Naturaliſts interpret the Giants, to be hot Spirics included 
in che Earth, which fiading no paſſage out, ſomerimes burſt open 
moſt high Mountains, and ruſh ont wich violence; and even ſhoot | f 
ſorth, as it were, their darts againſt Heaven. The Poet theretore 
feign'd theſe Giants to have aſſaul ed the Godds in the Phlearran- i 
Plains : but to be {truck down, ſome into tua others into the | i 
Valcanian Iſlands; and others into Hell. And as the groiier Hea- | I 
then ſuppos d it to be Va/cens Shop, and the Cyclops's; ſo the groſs | ir 
Papiſts there, take it for the place of Pwygatory ; All alike untal- | d 

w 
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And here ſome report, or rather fable, — Empedocles aſſecting 
Divine Honour, deparcing from his company ſecretly by night, leapt | ts 
in a: the mouch of this ountain, that — be reputed an Im- | ar 


mortal God; as Horrage witneſſes. Fi 
a | - he 
Empedocles ts be a Godd deſires, — 

And caſts bimſelf inte tb tna Fires. pla 

4 an 


But that his Iron Slippers, or Brazen Shoes, which the Fire had] bee 
thrown up again with its belching flames, to have diſcovered the] der 
mater. Bur wiſcr men more rightly relate him, to have periſhed] mic 
only; as a curious and ventrotts 3" going about to ſe; | 
out chvs Piery Lake, and thereby to have falleu into ſome pit, 'c 
ditch, aud conſumed in the Burning. 
The 


— 


Dee Mountains, Ge: 


f - 


The barreti top of the Mountain is encompaſſed with a Bank of 


Aſhes, Cinders, and Pumices, &. of the height of a Wall. In the 
middle is alſo a round Hill, of the ſame matter and colour; where- 


in be two great Holes, faſhioned like unto- Cups, which be called 
Craters 3 Out of theſe do riſe ſometimes ſundry great flames of fire; 
ſometimes horrible ſmoak; ſometimes are blown out burning ſtones, 
in infinite number. Moreover, Beſare the ſaid Fire appears, there 
is heard within the ground, terrible noiſe and roaring. And alſo 
— is more marvel) though it continually burns, nay when the 

noak and fire is moſt abundant and fervent ; yet round about che 
top of the ſaid Hill and uppermoſt parts, where the Fire is greater 
and continual, are ſeen perpetual and moſt deep Suows, and hoary 
Froſts. And from all Antiquity has this Mountain burnt after an 
horrible manner; and often- times affefts the Neighbouring Regi- 
ons with incomperable and unvaluable loſſe; though yet not a 
more fertile Region in the whole World, as was before deſcribed, 
8c. The Cinders and Aſhes of A tua, as Pliny teſtifies, fall down 
an hundred and fifcy miles diſtant from thence. Mr. Sexdys makes 
ſuch a following Deſcription of it. 

etna (now Mount Gibel) call'd by Pindar,the Celeſtial Column, 
is the higheſt Mountain of Sicily; for a great ſpace leiſurely riſing; 
in @ much as the top is ten miles diſtant from the uttermoſt Baſis. 
It appeareth Eaſtward with two Shoulders, having an eminent Head 
in the middle. The lower parts are luxuriouſly fruitful 5 the mid. 
dle woody aud. ſhaded ; the upper m_ ſteep, and almoſt cover'd 
with Snow: yet ſmoking in the midſt, like many conjoyning chim- 
neys ; and vomiting intermitted flames; though not but by night 
to be diſcerned: As if Heat and Cold. d left their contentions, 
and imbraced one another. This burning Beacon, doth ſhew her 
Fire by night, and her Smoak by day, a wonderful way off: yet 
heretofore diſcerned far further; In that the matter perhaps is dis 
miniſhed by ſo long an expencez My felt 7 he) have ſeen both 
plainly unto Malta. And the Mountain it ſelf is to be diſcovered 
an hundred and fiſty miles off by the Saylors. Thoſe that have 
been at the Top do report, That there is there, a large Plain of Cin- 
ders and Aſhes; invironed with a Brow of the ſame; And in the 
midſt an Hill of like ſubſtance z out of which burſteth a continual 
Wind, that keepeth an horrible rumbling; evaporating flames and 
ſmoak ; which hangs about it like a great long Cloud, and often 


kugling forth Stones and Cinders, Wherefore the ſtory of Empe- 
| 2M docles 


FI decles the Sicilian Phil s throwing himſelf down head- long 
thereinto, is by ſome call'd into queſtion. For it is impoſſible to be 
approach'd, by reaſon of the violent Wind, the ſuffocating Smoak 
and the confuming Fervour : (yet he might approach too near, an 

iſh :) This Mountain hach flamed in times paſt ſo abundantly, 
That by reaſon of the ſmuks, the Air inv d with burning Sands, 
and thick Vayours ; The Inhabitants hereabout could not ſee one ano-= 
ther (if we may give credit to Cicero) fer two dayes together. The 
extraordinary eruption thereof bath been, and to this day, reputed 
eminons. For ſo the moſt famous Conflagrations, in former times, 
hapned hard before the Servile War in Sicily; which was not pa- 
cift'd and ended, but by the ſlaughter of three ſcore and ten thou. 
ſand of the Slaves, (who had taken up Arms againſt Rowe) by the 
Prætors; at which time it raged ſo violently, that Africa was theye- 
of an aſtoniſhd Witneſs. This was about the Year of the World 
3900.not long before Chriſt. And fo ſhortly after the death of Julius 
Ceſar when not only the Cities thereabout were damnified thereby, 
but divers in Calabria alſo; and portended thoſe Proſcriptions and 
bloody Wars, which did after follow.” But theſe great Eruptions 
of Fire, are not now ſo ordinary as they have been formerly; The 
matter which gave Fewel to it, being waſted by continual Burnings 
So that the flames which iſſue hence, are hardly viſible, bu by 
night ; thoueh the ſmoke thew it ſelf the moſt part of the day: Vet 
even at this day, once in three or — Neth in great flakes, 
on the Countrey below, and Vales adjoyning; to the terror of the 
Inhabitants, the — of their Vintage, =_ — = of the 
Countrey. But that, they ſay, is recompenſcd by the plenty of 
the follow ing Years; L 3p ll thereof — 5 ſo 
batling and enriching of the Soyl, that boch the Vines, and Corn- 
fields are much bettered by it, and proſper above admiration. For 
indeed we find by experience, that Turf of the Ground, burnt to 
Aſhes; and ſo ſpread on Land, and ploughed into it, doth. yeeld 
a very great improvement, even to barren Soy ls. Howbeit at this 
day, much Ground about it lies waſt, by means of the ejected Pu- 

Beſides, the Countrey hereabouts is daily forraged by Thieves, 
who lurk in a Wood of eight nules compaſs, that neighbours upon 

Ks. 
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and Storchouſes of Fire and Hear, which Nature has provide 


Ignivomens MountSint, Ge. 0 


* _ 
But Virgil's admirable Deſcription may ſerve for all. 


* 


Etna here thunders with an horrid noiſe, 
Sometimes black (Touds evapoureth to Skies, 
Fuming with pitchy curls, and ſparkling Fires, 
Toſſeth up Globes of flames J Stars aſpires : 

Nom belching Rocks The Mountain's Entrals torn : 
And groaning, burls out liquid Stones thence born 
Through tb Air in ſhores ; and from its bottom glos, 
Like boyling Fornace ; 

* 


he reaſon of theſe Fires, is the abundance of Sulphur and 
Brimſtone, contained in the Boſom of the H ll, inkindled by Sub- 
terraneous Heats, Spirits, and Fires; wich the free ventilation ot 
the Sulphurous, and eaſily inflamable Air, and agitating Winds, 
through theſe open Yulcaman Vents and Fuanels ; with innumerable 
Chinks, Trunks, Pipes, and Caverns, with other conveyances 
through the Earth, &c. Alſo through the Chinks and Chaps of 
the Earth, there is continual more fewel added to the Fire; the ve- 
ry Water adding to the force of it. As we ſee the Water caſt on 
Coals in the Smichs Forge, doth make them burn more ardently: 
And beſides, prepares the matter with due moiſture to be fit Fuel tor 
new Fires,&c. And Sicily is an Iſland all over Cavernous and Fiſtu- 
lous, and pervious to the penetrating Winds, and under-ground 
Fires, and inflamable Spirits; and within abounding with Sulphur, 
Bitumen, aud other fic Fuel and Materials, cc. And ſo is moſt con- 
venient both for in ward Combuſtions, and outward Vencilatjons, 
and thereby for the extreameſt Iuflamations and Burnings. t the 
Original Sourſe and Fountain, or firſt and — cauſe of all 
theſe, are by ſome later accounted to be, the Subterraneous —_— 

a 

turniſhed her ſelf with under ground; in her inward parts, for the 
neceſſary uſes and occaſions of her exteriour; cc, As was at the be- 
giuning obſery'd, The reaſon of this flame is thus ſet down by 


A Rozen Mould theſe fiery flames begin, 
And Clayie Brimſtone aids that Fire within: 
G 2 Net 


| nen, apt to bekindled ; 
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Yet when the ſlimy Soyl, 22 po. 
Teeld no more food to fied the F 
And Nature ſhall reſtrain her —— anno 


The flame Pall ceaſe, hating all . 


But more fully by Lucretia. , 


 Hellow the Mountain iᷣ throughout 5 alone 
Supported well-nigh with huge Caves of Stone. 
No (ave but ij mth Wind and Air repleat 5 
For agitated Air doth Wind beget, 


Which beats th — Rocks, when — +; (grows, 
4s Ch on bigh.” 


The Earth chaf t by bis fir and and from 

Strikes forth fire and . 

It mounts, and out at upright Jaws doth 

And Fire ſheds far of; f for 2. dead Coalr 
Tranſports : and fumes in miſty darkneſs romlc. 
Ejecting Stones withal.of 52 xe 3 

All which from ftrength of fragiing Winds ariſe. 
Beſides 3 againſt the Mountains Roots, the Main 
Breaks her ſwoln Waves, and ſwallows tbem again, 
From whence unto the Summit of th Aſcent 

The undermining ſuves have their extent :: 
Through which the Billows breath 5 and flames out-thruſt: 
With Fareed Stones, aud dark ning ſhowrs of deft, 


Beſides, as was-ſaid before, £tye is full of Sulphur and Bitu- 
And fois all Sicily, the principal Reaſon 


4 nat it is ſo fertile, 


But after all this, we will give you Nireber's later, and more 


rarticular Relation, and Deſcription, both of it and its Cauſes z 
+ 1d of its moſt noted Eruptious, ce. 


— 


ö 
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A Deſcription of Aa by Kircher. . 


herein, as in a certain Prototype, the Reaſons of Subter- 
raneous Fires, and their never failing food, are de- 
monſtrated, as we uſe to ſay, to the Eye. 


When I ſürvey d Sicily, in the year 1638. before all things, Y 
thought fit to examine the Mountain tua, moſt of all celebrated 
by the Monuments of all Writers. A great Prototype, I ſay, of 

burning Grounds ; and that the moſt famous type, of almoſt 


' whatſoever kind of ragings, by Sea or Land,outragious. And with 


this one onely { e of Nature alone, Sicily is (and ever was) 
admirable. Seeing you can ſcarce find an Author either of the Anti- 
ents, or Moderns, whom the violence of its ferqcious nature, hath 
not drawn into admiration and aſtoniſhment, Yer becauſe they 


have only beheld afar off the genuine Cauſes of fo great effacts : 


We coming a little nearer to the matter, from thoſe things which 
in theſe laſt times, have been oberved with my own eyes, intending to 
proſecute its Nature and Conſtitution, we will ' endeavour to de- 
monſtrgte opportunely the cauſe of ſo ſtrange and exotick effects. 
Etna therefore, is one onely Mountain, rearing up on high its 
Top or Spire, unto thirty miles, according to the Axis (or direct 
line through the Center, or midſt) as by Maurolicus and Clavins 
atteſted, who ſearched out its altitude, by a Geometrical account 


and computation. But it takes up fixry, or as others ſay, an hun- 


dred miles ſpace, with its roots, ſpread wide round about; fruit- 
ful with fat Fields, Vineyards, Fountains, Paſtures, lying round 
about. And Woods of Pines and Beech; and full of Forreſts of 
moſt high Fir-trees: But at the utmoſt top is broken and cragged, 


— 
| 
— — — 


hs heights + 
tep and 
bigneſs. 


with unſtable Cinders, and Pumite ſtones; and cleaves open with The Larges 
2-moſt vaſt Crater, or deep mouth d Cup of twelve miles in com- 207 u 


arri1d 


paſs, which in #ſtcep deſcent ſtreightens it felf narrower, even to face of in- 


the bottom of Hell, as it were. A moſt horrible Præcipice to ler to, 
moſt formidable with flatnes, fuines both from the very, bottom, 


and from the fides of che Mountain ; with an hortendous roaring) 


and bellowing, not unlike burſting forth of Thunders. Thar the 


Crater. 


very imagination and thoughts of the fire aud 'rumes, fo nigh at” 


ns aol 1 


' > — 

*——— hand, could not, but ne op 4 at the firſt reincounter, amaze and 

. afright any man; although the moſt audacigus and, feagJeſs ; and 

| 15 him ſtart thęrefrotm, as it were from a certain Gulph 
ef Fell. 

And 1 doubt not but thoſe burnings which are here ſeen in all 

Ages, have by the conſtant rejectings forth of Aſhes, much aug- 

meirſted this vaſt Mountain; which on every part, both the ghaſt- 

ly ſight of ſteep deleents of Cliffs; and the Cindry, and Pumice- 

ſtone-like face of burnt Rocks; as alſo the appearance of huge 

Bens, (one whereof you may ſee capable to contain thirty thou- 

ſand mea eaſily) formidable wich burnt Pumice- ſtones, as alſo with 

refuſes and recrements of various melted Mineral Matter, does abun- 

Paths or dantly ſhew. You may ſee in many places, paths of huge Tor- 

trafs of rents, from the ſaid matter ,, call'd Sciarra, which have left, 

þ 4 2 as it were, certain foot- ſteps and tr 


acks of great havocks, and deſtru- 

Ctious, from the fiery flux or ng of the melted Mettal. In the 

Snow ag Very top, Suows, aud Athes or Cinders; as At had meditated 

Aſhes co. an Eternal Wedlock, are ſeen to oyerwhelm hings with a ſad 

ver its top and doleful countenance. - Verily, by ſo much more dangerous to 

incautelous Viſiters; by how much certain profound devouring. 

Gulphs, covered over with, Snow and Aſhes, and ſtretch d forth all 

along, deſcending into the ipmoſt Abgites, wi out bottom or cud ; 

are more frequent. Which as they have ſwallowed up very many, 

uuadyiſcdly coming near to view without a guide; ſo have,by their 

ruine, left an example to others; not raſhly to venture upon choſe 

places, which by ſuch occult Arrifices and Machines, and hidden 

deccipts, cheat Mortals out of their lives. Even as Fa. CMatthew 

Taveran, a curious ſearcher out, as of all natural things, ſo of this 

Mountain alſo; try'd and experienced with great peri] of his life. 

And to be ſhort, All che matter of the upper part of the Mountain, 

ſ-cm'd to be nothii elſe but a confuſed heap, and hanging of it ſelf. 

alofr, of Cinders, Pumices, and Tones, which they call burnt 

The new Coal-ſtoncs. Which dug ie is on every han. expoſed, and eaſily 

generating penetrable, both to Mineral Spirits within; and allo without, to 

7 8 #- Snows, Rains, Hails, and Winds. It ought certainly, not to 

matter. ſeem wonderful to any that tlas aduſt and burnt matter 5 As it is. 
iüimpregnated, , with, yew and nem proviſion. alyayes from Heayen 

Þ it ſhould conceive, in ſuceſſion of time, new Generations and 

increaſes, ſo as to burn again a reſh 3 and without end, again and: 

again flame with new Couflagrations- As Virgil celtifics 5 


f 


* 
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Ioniodmous Mountains, Cc. 
Whatever furious matter feeds the Fire, 
As ſoon ar hurnt, goes out: hath ſpent all ts Ire, 
Wherewtth to rage: ¶ indert and Seedleſs ground 
Lie fallow : which courſe ag it. ſuſfers round: 
And thus exhauſted by a thouſand fires, 
Renews ie former ſlrengtb 5 new flames reſpires. 


For whereas, inthe utmoſt bottom of this Helliſh Gulph, the 
fire is at N time exringuiſhed, bur alwayes ſends forth ſome marks 
and tokens of it ſelf, either boyling heat, or ſmoke, or flame, as I 
have often in the examination of the Mountain obſery'd : Yet out- 
wardly it begins to grow fierce and terrible, but only at certain in- 
tervals of time, more or leſs, according to the plenty of the combu- 
ſtible matter heap'd up together. And by how much the longer is 
hath ceaſed; as if the matter was more ripen'd, vegetated and 
grown, for burning; by ſo much it burſts forth wich greater violence; 
and together with the very flame, ſends forth huge heaps of Sands; 
and as Lucretia aſſerts, Prodi gious Stones of wondrow weight burls 
forth, | 


A Deſcription of the Ætnæan Crater, or (deep and 
wide-mouth d Fire-Cup, 


Ihe Crater, or Fire-Cup of Mount tua, is found by different 


Obſervations to be of a different — — $ and capacity. There are 
ſome, who ſay, they have obſerv'd it to be two miles, and cighty 
paces wide; Others thirty miles. Others, laſtly, four hundred 
miles. (No queſtion here muſt be ſome miſtake in the Printer, ad- 
ding too many Ciphers to the numbring Figures.) But it cannot 
be that in an Orvice,. d to ſo great tumultuations, and conti- 
aually agitated nl wich ſo many aflaults, fits, Arc conv 

ſions of terocious and rageing Nature; it ſhonld not be found, exer 
and anon ; ſometimes larger, ſometimes ſtreighter; according to 
the condition of the Times. Which I my ſelf alſo with greateſt 
admiration have try d not in Auna omy, but allo in the Lipari- 
tan 


on — 
1 
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aſk more vchemeut eraRtariany- is much ſhook ; aud from 


uta ins ; yea and in Vrſavia too; ſich the Mountain, even 


"ey 
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its ſhaking, heaps off more di and ſlippery matter being ga- 
thered — i — Mountain, fall down alwayes 
with the Mountains more violent jogging, ami convulſion, as it 
were; which heaps, as they are now big, witha new birth; ſo 
they give new food and nutriment tothe Fires. And fo from this 
fall of che Mauntainous parts ; s neceſſary that the Crater be made 
wider; whence it comes to pals, chat the 5 parts of the 
Mountain riſe up and ſwell, increaſing by little and little; and the 
empty places of the diminiſh'd, or leſſened Crater are fill'd up. 
Whence of neceſſity likewiſe, the Crater of the Mountain muſt 
rendred ſtreighter too. Vea Hiſtories relate, that the matix heap'd 
up within, from the falls, have thereupon grown to ſuch an excreſ- 
cency, that for the courſe of many years, it ſent forth neither ſmoke 
nor fire; And the devouring Gulph to have yeclded acceſs and ad- 
miſſion, tothe more curious, very far, without all hurt and dan- 
ger; till the fuel of new copious matter, and now ripe and mature 
again to conceive fire; aſſaulting and ſetting, as it were, again upon 
the Mountain; and being re-kindled, dns ſhook. off its Voak, | 
by ſo muci the more power 1 war d fierce with horrendous | 
buruings 3 by how much its ſupply of combuſtible matter was 
greater and more ready. And this lot all the Yulcavian Mountains 
undergoe ; which ſometimes making reſpits, grow unto an immenſe 
greatneſs, by the coacervation of matter falling in; ſometimes by 
occult Machinations; and contrivances of Subterrancous Fires, the 
Fuel and Suſtenance, of the prepared matter being kindled ; That 
which was in ſo — — exceedingly grown, is ſhook aſunder by 


at as — — ms _ 


An horen- horrible Tempeſts of burnings, and vomits it out even from the low-" | | 
ow f eſt Hell of the Mountain ; even as at this day is apparent. Which | © 
the At- ſpectacle is ſo formidable, chat there is norft ſo ſtout-heartrd, that 
nean can look into it without fear; and, as we ſay, his Hairs ſtanding an | © 
Gulph,or end, and his head turning round with viddinels The devouring | * 
Whirlpit- Gulf is ſo deep, that it exceeds all eye - ſight; and fearful wich | * 
Rocks, riſing up out of the ſides like Pyramides. And whereas the | © 
ſides by a · direct wn erm ur and conduct of the q 
Nbcks verge, or bend incline downwards; in a Parallel (and \ 
equal) deſcent: Yet according to the Laws of Opticks, they ſeem 
by reaſon of their too much diſtance, to meet in the Centre; which b 
| has impos'd gn many Obſervators, deluded by this — Mockery, 
to chink, che interiour ſides of the Mountain to be drawn doſe and | * 
freight, into a Conick Surface, and outſide. In the bottom {wone | _ 


dcrful 
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Ion;oeomous. Mountains; &c 49. 
derful to be ſpoke! ) the Mountain alwayes from continual eruta- ll 
tiou oi Mineral matter, undermines and attempts, I know not what, 

towards the conſtituting and erecting a new Fabrick of a Mouncainz 

And accordingly I remember, I alwayes obſerv'd (as it were) a cer- 

tain Laky Pit, gliſtring with melted Metal. The ſides up and down, 

by fic and correſpondent paſſages, vomit forch perpetual Smoak in 4 Pepe. 
abundauce of 6 ; which by night we ny 1 ood to be an en- _ - 
kindled flame. This voraginous Gulph is never without roarings and — C 
bellowings; which now and then it utters ſo horrendous, that they Sounds 
make che very Mount: ain it ſelf to quake and tremble. In a mal and fore 
who.oever deſires to behold the power of the only Great and Good — 
God, let him betake himſelf to theſe kind of Mountains; and he — N 
will be ſo aſtoniſhd and ſtupified wich the incfable effects of the 

Miracles of Nature, that he will be conſtrained ever and anon to 
pronounce, from the moſt intimate and inmoſt affection of his heart; 

O the depth of the Riches and Wiſdom of God ! How incomprehenſible 

are thy Judgments, and bow unſearchable thy wayer, by which thou 

baſt confluuted the World ! 

The Mountain is ſo high, that from thence all Sicily may be ſur- 
vey d at once; Yea, and your fight help'd with an opportune and 
ſcaſonahle time, may reach even unto Africa. But it by any Tempeſt 
the Mountain be troubled and diſturb d; chen you would think, 
that there was an end of the lives of all converſant there: All things 
are ſo-involy'd with horrendous Storms and Wh:rlwinds, together 
with thick Snows and Cinders. ; 

I ſaid a litcle before, that out of the ſides of che Mountain great ,, . 
plenty of Smoak mixt with Fires, was diſcoyered in very many pla- ,j F- — 
ces, which Eſtuaries or raging places, if in time they be aver- in many 
whelm'd, either with the concuſſion and ſhaking of the Mount es. 
or any other accident; Then the raving fury and madneſs, as it 
were, of the Mountain growing on, it has been found to prepare 
and get its,exit and way out, even from other places, through the 
outmalt ſurface of the Mountain z which when it comes to pals, it 
ellects ſuch horrid clefts and openings, and ſuch wide-maouch'd 
dwulſions, wich ſuch formidable paſſages of the Subterraneons 
Vaults and Store-houſes ; which aſtoniſhed with admiration we 
beheld, even to this very day, ſometimes to have been. I ſaw a Ca- —.— 
vern, which would cafily contain an Army of thirty thogand mei 3 nes. 
as a little before we hiuted. 


There is there alſo a moſt dark and Caliginoas De 1, which they 
: * call 


7 3 e ef: Or? 
hk call, La Grotta della Paloma, of ſuch profundity, as well as capa- 
* that the Inhabitants of the Mountain think, that therein is a 
paſſage made by ſome Submarine path to the Liparitan Iſlands, But 
that from theſe and the like Caverns, and under-ground Vaults, 
fiery Flouds and Rivers have iſſued forth; The Channel hard by, 
fill'd and tuft with Pumice and aduſt ſtones, which the Sicilians 
8 call Sciarra i, does abundantly inſtruct us. Which Torrents indeed 
* % of liquid and melted Fire, Hiſtories deliver to have flown and run 
of the fiery down ſemetimes to eighteen miles in length; and ſometimes, now 
Torrents. one, then two, three, or four miles ſpace in breadth, So that here- 
upon none can ſufficiently admire, from whence ſuch an incredible 
fertileneſs of melted matter ſhould take its original; where, and in 
what places it ſhould have ſhops, and fuſory or melting fornaces, of 
ſo great capacity, hidden and laid up underneath, to the liquefaction 
and melting of ſo many Minerals and Metals. 4 
The wen- But as theſe inaccelſſible works of God, are moſt remote from: all 
derf 1 * „ Senſe; ſo they can never be enough penetrated aud pry*d into by 
%, any humane Linderſtanding; And it remains only to wonder and 
admire at, what cannot be conceived of the incomprehenſible Ma. 
jeſty of the Divine Works. For if you undertake an account or com- 
putation of the melted mʒtter, according to the calculation of divers 
times; you would find it to grow to fuck an extravagant heap, that 
it would far excced twenty Æ tua, in its bulk. Bur that we 
more clearly confirm our Account and Reckoning according to Rea- 
ſon, I will ſubjoyn here a brief Chronicle, of the more famous and 
cclebrated Fires and Eruptions; wherewith the Mountain fiercely 
raging with horrendons deſtructions and ſlaughters, has at all times 
cxgged and diſcovered'its Burnings, 


2 


- 


A Chronicle of the Eruptions, and Burnings of Etna. 


In thetime 1. In the time when the * or poſterity of Jas, going 
of the Ja- about to ſcek uew Colonies, firſt entred Sicihꝭ, (which was about the 
5, % year of the World 2600; almoſt as many years before Chriſt, as 
— face 3 and almoſt as far as any Writings or Records,) there was fo 
great a burning of the Mountain, as Bereſis delivers it; that the 
new Planters, leaving the Iſland for fear of the Deſolation, went to 
ſeek new Colonies and Seats in Italy; by no means in the leaſt 
thinking that a commodious ſtation, which the horrible fiercencls of 
Nature had rendred ſo formidable, with fo many, aud ſo great, + 
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ſo deadly and tragical ſlauglters aud deſtrucdons ; ſo that hence,  ® 


upon this occaſion, ſeems to be introduced the Fable of Proferping's 
Rape. (And hence perhaps may be concluded, that this Mountain 
has from the Creation, been uſed to vomit forth Flames, and may 
do ſo to the Worlds cad ; though Ovid divines otherwile.) ; 


Etna, which flames of Sulpbur now doth raiſe ; 
Shall not ſtill burn ; nor hath it burnt alwayes, . 


2. The Jani gens ſometime after followed the Sicamans; who 
were drove away from thele Eaſtern parrs to the Weſtern, by new 
Tempeſts and Whirlwinds of the Atnzan Burnings. | 
3- In the time of the Argonauts, (about the year 2714, and * 
above a thouſand before Chriſt) which when the moſt ancient Or- 2 — 
pben had ſeen, ſang thus. Jear 27 4. 
But now arriv'd at th Lihbæas Strait, 
We feel fierce Sea; On high Fires reach our ſight, 
Of bot Enceladus, threatning dangers great, 


4. In the time of Area's expedition, who repulſed from the Of Freas 
ſhoar of Sicily by the Cyclopſes; and greatly terrified by the burn- —— 


ing of the Mountain, left chat deadly ſtation, Virg. 00,2508 


And to unkyown Cyclopian Coaſts we run; 
The Port was great and calm, with ſheltring ſhoars ; 
But near, from horrid Ruinet, Ana roars, Cc. 


5. Under the Dominian of the Free in Sicily, viz. from the From 4. 
ſecond Olympiad, even to the 88 ch; viz. from about 3 1£0, till to- 31%0, 
wards 3600, as Tbacidides teſtifies, who lived in this time; The rl towa) 
Mountain was all on fire, with three huge Burnings. A little after TY 
which time, the Mountain ragmg anew, is laid to have drawn even 
Pythagoras himſelf into higheſt admiration. Alſo in the time of 
Hero, when Hiſtories deliver, that even Empedocles, an obſerver of 
the Mountain, then periſhed. | 

6. In the time ofthe Roman Conſuls; (tor about 450 years ) _ = 
Four remarkable Burnings to have happened, is collected out of va- _ 4 
rious Authors; Dad, Helpbius, arid others. Whereof, that be- /ulr, from 
fore che Seteile Wars, about 38 30, was prodizious ; The Mountain 4 
belching forth into vaſt Fires, and ſpread it ſelf far and wide, Ot ©? . 
w h:ch betorc. H 2 Ic 


e — i eo re ee 
* 


_” wenne Or, \ | 
| —— It ſcems alſo to have reach'd Catania it ſelf, when the two pious + 
Brethren, before mentioned, reſcuing their Father, periſhed all in 


; the Flames. | | 
| OfJulvs . In che time of Julius Ceſar, (about fifty years before Chriſt ) 
Caſar, Diodorus delivers, that Æta did again rage moſt violently ; And 
| 395.0. which they will have, portended the death of Ceſar. For it is re- 
| _ to have been ſo great, that the Sea with its tervour and 
oyling heat, burnt even the very Ships, as far as the YVulcanells's ; 
All the Fiſh being extinct, and decocted or boy led. And ſo within 

n 0 twenty years chat the Mountain burnt four times. | 


OC. ca- B. In the time of Cains Caligula, forty niue years after Chriſt, the 

Ila Ce- Mountain did again rage fo, chat Caligula abiding at that time in 

— * F Sicily, and polleſt with the terror of the impendent miſchiefs, be- 

Cb ift 49. took himſelt co ſafer ſtations. there. Vet they relate, that Hadrian 

10101 7 Ceſar, in the greatneſs of his mind, to have aſcended the Mountain 

| very far, whullt yet it raged,” to conſider more nearly ſo great Mi- 
racles. 


if 3 Abt the 9g. About the Martyrdom of St. Agatha, the famous Martyr of 


. 


ll — , Catania, by whoſe merits and intercethon (as they there fondly ima- 

il ; * tha. gine) it was effected, that the Mountain, alchough growing fierce, 4 

yet durſt not touch or meddle wich Catania. And ſo ever ſince ] 

| have repoſed great confidence in her, and her Reliques; which in c 

4 this late fiery inundation, the Religion: carried iu proceſſion, with U 

| | | multitudes of people, whipping and mortifying themſelves, with all q 

J ſigns of penance. But enraged Vulcan would not be ſcarr d away a 

| nor appeas'd ſo. And yet tis like they will be fondly made to be- 8 
licyè (hl, that 'tis by her vertue and merits that the City is pre- 
| ſerve : For which (no doubt) ſhe ſhall not lack her Feſtival Ho- 

nours, and Publick Solemnities. | 

| In th-year 10. In the time of Charles the Great, in the year 8 12; ho alſo b 

| 812. much terrified with che fierceneſs of the Mountain, is ſaid to have fe 

1148 {cuzht ſafer places. bi 

N In th: year 11. Fromche year 1160, to 1169, all Sicily was ſhaken with w 

| 1169 huge Earthquakes, and the Mountain Æ tne foming mightily ,over- ed 

threw all the circumjacent places with incredible deſolation; with m 


| the ruine of the Cathedral Church of Catania; In which all> the tc 
fl! Abbot Fob with his Monks was overwhelmed, and periſhed : (St. Set 
HATE 


Agatha was to blame ſure, and too too unkind.) * 
In ibe car 12. In the year 1284, a-fcarfut burning happened bout the oy 
1284. death of Charles King of Sicily and Arragon, 1 cat 

; 13. In 


— _L 


* 
[gniomous Mountains, Nc. 
\. x2. In the 1329, even till 1333, the Mountain raged after 
an horrible —— In the time of - - King Arragon. IF 

14. In the year 1408, under King Martin. 

15. In the year 444, even to 47,again and again. 

16. In the year x5 36, even to 37, it ſent forth a fiery floud, and 
Rivers of Flam:s ; bringing deſolation to the bordering places. 

17. In the year 1554, raging more than ordinary, it battered 
Catania it ſelt, its Suburbs and Fields, grievoufly, But St. Ag 
forſooth, (till came to help in time of need, and defended it (till. 

18. In che year 1633, even to 39, the burning raged by ſo much 
the more formidable, by how much it laſted the longer time; which 
ſeeing many have deſcribed, I will not inſiſt in recitinz it. 

19. In the year 1650, raging afreſh on the Northern and Eaſtern 
fide, and burſting aſunder the Mountain, it vomicgd forth ſuch a 
quantity of Fires, that it almoſt brought Brontium into utftioſt ha- 
zard and deſtruction, with its fiery Torrents. 

20. Laſtly, this preſent year 1669, the molt horrible of this 
Age, for its miahty devaſtations, ſorely threatuing even Cateria it 
ſelt. And all reſpects conſidered, perhaps not interior to any former 
Age; according to the late publick Relation, univerſally — 3 
For its fiery Torrent was as vaſt for lengr} and breadth, as any of 
old; and approach d the very Walls of the City, ruining many 
Houſes near thereunto. And which is remarkable, by the huge 

uantities of congealed matter, hath formed a convenient Port over 
againſt the Caſtle, ſeventy foot deep in water, able to contain man 7 


Ships. 
F Corallary I. 


From cheſe things it plainly appears, that the Mountain,its matter 
being conſumed, takes reſpit; Iometimes tor a greater, ſometimes 
for a leſſer ſpace 3 till at length increaſed by new proviſion of com- 
buſlible matter, it breaks forth, and acts thoſe Cataſtrophe*s, which 
with admiration we read of. Aud yet it is ſo far from being diminiſh 
ed by ſo great an eructation of matter, that it ſeems rather to be aug- 
mented. Sith indeed the Citizens of Catania digzed for Pumice- 
ſtones, and opening the Earth the depth of an hundred Palms,found 
Streets paved wich Marbles, and various footſteps of Antiquitres ; 
which plainly teach, that Cities built here of old time, have been 
overwhelmed wich the caſtings off, or rejectaneous of alls and off. 


caſts, not without the great increaſe of the Mountain. They found 
| | beſides, 
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that as well c/Afrne, as Parnaſſes and Ohmpms, did appear to be leſs 


The Vulcands: Or, 
beſides, very many Bridges of Pumices, which were mage, and 
conſiſted only out of the meer flux or flowing of the Torrents; 
the Earthy ſofter ſubſtances being eat away. And of late, not far 
from the Giy, an Image of owr Lady, was under Earth ( as the 
ſay) accidentally found. Whoſe reputed Miracles have got her al. 
ready much fame, From the ruines, no doubt, of ſoine Religious 
Place, &c. Flame alſo now and then appears in the exalced or higher 


rais'd Earth; anon diſappears : which are clear and conſpicuous 
ſigns and rokens of the Larths being rais d. Yet Alias tells us, 


and leſs to ſuch as ſail d at Sea. The height thereot ſinking, as it 
ſeem'd. And thereupon ſuppoſes the decay thercof, and of the 
World. But an Anſwer is at hand to this; That it might then 
perhaps decreaſe in magnitude. For it may be ſometimes, in ſome 
Ages, augmented; and ſometimes diminiſhed : But in the whole 
rather augmented, Or elſe z It was but a meer fancy and opinion. 
But theſe are known things. This one thing ouly hath, after a won- 
derful manner, tortur d the wits of Philoſophers hitherto ; In that 
they apprehend not whence the unſatiableneſs and greedy devouring 
of the perpetual fire ſhould be —_— with new and new food 
alwayes. And how the Pumices, Cinders and Aſhes, and the other 
refuſes of burnt matter, ſhould in ſucceſſion of time be converted 
into new materials, fit for fires. Which knot, that it may be un- 
tied; 

You may remember that before (elſewhere ) we ſhewed ; how 
that to the conſervation of Nature in its perpetual & conſtant courſe, 
there was a neceſſity of an everlaſting circulation and return round 
of things. In the Heavens, the Elements; the Air, Water, Earth, 
and its ſeveral ſorts, foils, and Minerals, &c. even with che very 
Fire alſo, and its materials and nutriment. As appears in the per- 
perual wheeling round of the Planets and Stars, by a conſtant and 
inv iolable Law of Nature, ſo many thouſands of years. The perpe- 
cual motion and mutation of the Elements; alwaycs unvariable in 
the greatelt variety of things. The perpetual circulation of waters, 
both within, and about the Earth. Al Rivers come from the Sea, 
and return to the Sea again; as Solomon, the Wiſe, hath confirm'd 
to us. The Sun dries up the va of the Sea; the vapours are 
received into rain, and return to the Earth and Sca again, 
Elegantly expreſſed by Owd ; 


The 


= 4 4 -- 


Ioncoomons Mountains, &c, 
The Earth reſolv'd i turned into flreams ; 
Water to Air; the purer Air to flames, 
From whence they back, return; The fiery flakes 
Are twrn'd te Air ; The Air thickned takes 
| The Liquid form of Hater; That Earth maker, 


Or, as Dubartas has it; 


The pureſt humour in the Sea, the Sun 
Exbales i'th Air; which there reſolv'd, anon- 
Return to Water, and deſcend again, 

By ſundry wayes into bis Mother Main. 


Many therefore wondring whilſt they behol4 Etna burning ſo ma- 
ny thouſand years, how the Mountain ſhould not be conſumed by 
ſo long aud laſting Burnings, Nor the Fire ever extinct. But 


—— wide ope its Fornace Mouth, flill ſtreams 
With melted flones ;, flill pues out Globes of Flame. 


And by a thouſand Fires, as Virgil expreſt it before, 


It fpending ſh# the fewel which it burns ;; 
Yet ftill to former fbrength afreſh returns. 


Theſe certainly, if they underſtood the circling operations of Na- 
ture, would not ſo ſtrangely admire ; when as food is never at any 
time wanting thereto, to perpetuate the Burnings. The Fires burn 
the Mountain, and convert the Miſcellany, or mixture of combu- 
ſtible matter into Aſhes. Out of the Aſhes mixt with Water, a ucw 
food-and nouriſhment of everlaſting Fire is generated; 


Omnia continue rapido) vertwntur in erbe,; 


Natura motus perpetwante ſflos, 


Which may be engliſhed out of our Incomparable Cowly, altering a 
word from his excravagant alluſion to drinking, 


Nothing in Nature's conſtant found; 
But an Eternal courſe goes round, 
This 


iy 
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as ſoon as tis waxen 1ipe) in a new 
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Salt lies hid in the Aſhes : which even from hen. 

Salt is no w ayes more eaſily got, than from a Lixive or Lee of thi 
reduced into Aſhes. By this means Nitre, Salt, Allom, in ſome more 
moiſt places, breaking or ſpringing out of the walls and ſides, as alſo 
in the dunging-places of Pidgeons and ocher Animals, firſt vegi. 


FX: a iſed ; I take for Firſt, That a great plenty of 
0 ne 
things 


raced and quickned with Urine, is duz forth in moſt plencitul ſtore 


and abundance. 

I —— for granted, Secondly, That out of the humid Sea, 
tin tured and ſeaſoned with a fat ſaltiſhneſs and mix:ure of other 
Mineral things; an huge quantity of Exhalations,togecher with the 
ſpirits, and inſenſible corpuſcles of the ſaid things, are extracted by 
vertue of the Sun, Whuch being boch extrinſecally reſolved into 
Rain, Hail, Snows, ſettle about the wo of the higheſt Mountains; 
and alſo intrinſecally deriv'd through ſubterraneous paſſages of the 
Sea, do fertilize the matter of the Fire- honſes under ground, wich 
new provant. a | 

Theſe things ſu , I ay, That the Fire perpetually powerful, 
and waxing Font its Ns, — alſo by occult fp nad veins 
of the Sea inſinuating and entering underneath, perpetually aug- 
mented ; whilſt that it iſhes and recruits the matter conſum'd 
away with fire, (as are the Aſhes, and the moſt porous ſtones of 
Pumicts) with a Sulphureous S#ot,and Biruminous Spirits; And 
in ſome meaſure prepares and diſpoſcs it for an enkindling and in- 
flamation. But when by the melting of the Hail and Snow; both 
with the fervent heat of the Sun, and alſo with the heat of (+ near 
Firc lurking within; and by the coming on of Rain, the Duſt and 
Aſhes be ſoaked through with a moſt plentiful bewetting; From 
hence a certain mixt matter is ed, which inſinuated more 
deeply wichin the porous receſles and ſpaces of che Pumice-ſtones ; 
Aud then dulphurcous and Bituminous Spirits, which bur now late- 
ly lodged there, intervening to their — Fo length ends(preſently, 

and nouriſhment of che 
Fire. Ard that this is ſo; I found by an irrcfragable experiment, in 
the brinks and edges of the Valleys of tna, Vefovias, and 
Strongy{ur, burntup with Fire; in moſt of the Cindry aud Aſhy 
wall; and tides of which I found an immenſe quantity of Salc, 
Allom, aud Nicre ſpringing forth; In ſome alſo, a flowing and 
guſhing torch of Bitu.nen, Napththe,and the like fat oily liquors, to- 
e her with a moſt copious quautity of Sulphur, Whuch have their 


original 


„ 


Iogtwomour:Nwnterxs , c. 
ori inp} from-ap where elſe ; bur parily out of che Cinders of font- 
buſt a burnt things; from which muſt tecatarily be begot a new 
off-ſpring and.ſuccghon of Salt, aud Nitre>y;Pacly from che Sul- 
phureous corpuſcles or ſpirits z which while they continually exhaſe 
trom che loweſt Gulph of the Mountala, & condenſed into Sulphur 
in the more cold climate of the Mountain. And ſo that mixt matter 
is generated,” cut of Salt, Nitre. Allom, Buumen and Sulpliur, 
which inſinuated ( as hath beeu ſaid) into the pores ot the Calx or 
Calcined Lime, or Athes of the burnce an | aduſt Pumices and 
Scones, it adminiſters chat perperual and everlaſting fuel and food of 
Fire, which we have hicherto inquired after; For chis, corrupted 
by che Fire, as it prepares new burning; ſo the fat an i ſulphurcous 
matter being burnt up, which lurk'd and lay darmint within che 
Pumices, undergo ſome reſpits, or tiuces, as it were 3 Till the capa- 
city of the Pumices, and che remaining Calx, or Calcined Athes, be 
repleniſhed again, as was faid, with the like new birth of combu- 
ible matter. But now what happens in the exteriour and outmolt 
ſurface of etna; It's certain, che fame is effected in all other flam- 
mivomous Mountains. Nature carrying it ſelf after the ſame man- 
ner alwayes. Vea, he that (hall more narrowly and throughly dive 
into theſe things, he cannot be ignorant, chat the proceſs ot Nature, 
which we have expreſſed in the exteriour farface of the Mountain; 
but that it keeps the ſame courſe and tenour, or order, in its inti- 


mate and inmaſt Fire-bouſer, or Receptacles. 


Corallary 1 1. 


Hence it follows, That the food and fuel of Subterrancous Fire, 
follows the Motion of the Sea, raging with a perpetual recipto- 
cation of Flux and Reflux. For from che concitation and e@vmm »- 
tion of the Tide, The Sca being thruſt through occult paſſages and 
Burrows, at its bottom; as hath already been inculcated ; and 
joyning its fat and humid, to the hot and dry, lodging under Sul. 
phurcous Glebes, in the intimate boſoms of che Earth; reſt res that 
which is conſum d away, with an unceſſant conception and birth of 
a new generation. But in the external ſurface, by vapours attracted 
from the Sea, and which are fruitful, and even big with the ſaid 
new Geniture (or Generation ) of the Sea, it lies withinthe porens 
Hives or Cells of the now burue matter; chrowgh- the Shows, Hark, 
Rains, mixt with the Duſt — a ne Genityte or Coucep- 


1. 
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* tion"; which in its time, the marter bring now mattire and ripe; 


may at lengch break forth into great Vou ſer 
the wonderful and indeficient Circulation of Nature in its opera- 


tions. | ky 
Corallary III. 


—— From theſe things it follows, that the formal cauſe of the Burning 
cauſe ofits of this Mountain, is the Fire it fel The material; Sulphur, and 
_ 5 Salt, Nitre, Bitumen, aud the like matters apt to cheriſh Fires, pro- 
terial z pagated by a perpetual'morion from the intimate dark receſſes of the 
The in- Farth, and alſo trom the incumbent Sea plying thereon. The In- 
Siruments! ſtrumental; the Cavernous nature of the place ; and the whole Bo- 

ey dy or Bulk of the Mountain wholly full of Burrows, and hangji: 
together aloft, and pois'd of it ſelt, and perpetually burdened, — 
The effici- oppreſſed wich Sulphureons Smoak and Soor, Laſtly, che efficient 
. cauſc, are Winds and Blaſts, which flowing out of the moſt inward 
Caverns at this kind of vent or iſſue, and as it were at their proper 
gorg:s and open jaws, exuſcitate with certain Bellows, as we may fo 
lay, the dorment Fires, to enkindle che matter, whatſoever be 
found next, Sith all Sicily is wholly bored through with innume- 
rable Caverns and Burrows, as was mention'd. Elſe where 
we bave abundancly demonſtrated, the wounderful Ragings and 
T:des of the Sicilian Streight, and the alterations of its flux and re- 
flux ; and alſo the inſatiable ſorce of the devouring gulf of Scyla and 
Charybdis ;, and how that it depends on the ſaid Mountain; being 
d:(poſed atter .2 Wonderful way and manner, in Subterraneous 
Shops, and work-houſcs,throughout the univerſal Iſlands. Of which 
thing, this may be a clear Teſtimony ; that (C hard tumultu- 
ating alter an unuſual manncr, A tun alſo withal rages at the ſame 
time z · being together W ich it, ſtirred up wich the Spirit of Sediti- 
on and tumult; and the ſulphurtous dens xecieving into themſelves 
the more vehement winds and blaſts, thereby the eombuſtible mat- 
tet, agitated and pufted, no otherwiſe then as with Smith's Bellows, 

burſt forth viglently into huge Globes of Flames, 

The Moun- But other winds blowing, £44 feemsto take reſpit ; for that the 
rain ejetts grifices of the paſlages are plac d in a contrary way to the current 
— re # Waves and floudsot the Sea; and hindred by the neighbour Moun- 
theWids, (ain. But at the Eaſt aud South winds blowing, according to the 
conſtitution of the channels, now Flames, ſometimes Smoke, now and 
then Embers, Spaxkles, and Flakes. But ſomerunes, the Fuel being 


+ aug- 
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augmented in it felf, it wonderfully rages with burni with a 
formidable ftream and floud of Fire and ——— 
and then it is wont to belch forth, out of the inmoſt ſhops of the æſtu- 
aries of fire under ground; with an huge deſtruction and ruine of 
the ſubjected Villages, Fields, Cities, and Cattel. The forerunners ot 
which, are groanings of the Caverns, from intercepted and ſhut- up 
Spirits; Roarings of the Sea, joyn d with trenibling of the Earth; 
By all which coming Þ thick together, Nature, as it were, overpreſſ d. 
and impatient of bonds breaks open all Priſon Doors and Barrs, and 
ruſhes any way it can get out 3 and like a burning River or Floud, 
conſumes, not only Fields, with the mighty rouling ſtream where- 
with it js poured down, but alſo intire Villages; overturns neigh- 
bouring Towns and Cities; and every where leaving ſootſteps full 
of horrour; devours Woods, Rocks and Mountains ; and nothing 
i able to ſtand in its way. Of which things the Monuments of Hi- 
ſtorians are full. | 1 A 

We conchide therefore, the matter of Subterraneous Fire to be 
not only Sulphur, Bitumen, Pir-Coak : bur alfo Allom, Salt, Nitre, 
Coaly Earth, and Calcant bum or Vitriol, and ſuch kind of Metals. 
For Sulphur and Bitumen do not make the Fire ſo impetuous, as that 
Fire, which ſubveiſ Mountains, buries Cities in Aſhes, and the e- 
jectments of Pumicts 3 and by an incredible violence, belches out 
ſtony and Rocky Mountains, out of the very Mountains; as hath 
plainly appear'd from what hath preceded. Bur ſome other thing 
muſk needs be adjoyned thereto z to perform this effect, which we 


go about to explain. 
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I ay therefore that the univttfal matter of Subrerraneous Fire, What hint 


oughe to be ſharp and thick or groſs, as Sulphureous and Bituminous 


that may 
be which 


matter are; whereto is joyn'd, with a great and neceſſary alliance of e 

Commerce, Salr-peter ; which having its ſubſtance repleniſhed with great Ru- 
moſt rumid ſpirits, and Pyn'd to Sulphur, and enkindled; whilſt nes of 1he 
it finds no exit or vent, it exerciſes that force upon the ſubterraneous MHuniaine 


obſtacles, that lye in its way; which a little before we have ex- 
pounded, (eſpecially if crude Antimony, and Mercurial Spirits be 
thperadded;) as fafficiencly appears from che mighty efficacy of War- 
like Guns and Cannons. | 


Furthermore, the combuſtible materials, they are not found but 


in Subterrancous Dens; of which ſort, are divers kinds of Stones, 
various ſpecies of terreſtrial Glebes, Merallick Mixtures and Miſcel- 
lanies of the other Minerals; And beſides theſe, Salt, Allom, Salt- 

12 Petet, 


| Cs * Tbe Huaner: r. : 
| peter, Sal:-Ammoniack, and wharſbever is there found even tothe 
| very Water it, ſelf. And even Mountains, and huge yalt Stones are 
| turned into mater and nutriment che Fitez Then forthwith the 
matter gencraped only burns 3 and d being conſuned away, the 
Fire is extingpiſhyd 5 and changing its 12 invades another near 
unto it 5, as comes to pals in Buuumiuous Then afterw ards 
| * the conſumed matger, conceiv ing new Seeds, ſprings again; and a 
| good while after is. enkindled 3 which indeed if it be by a ſudden 
| generation born agam in great plenty, as in tu. Sirambels, the 
| | Phlegræan Plains, then they will bury ich an everlaſting Fire. 
| But the Gencration of fuc kind of atters is made after this 
manner : The Sca repleniſhed withifatneſs and unctuoſity, while ie 
enters the hiddeu Rooms aud Chambers of the Earth, by and b 
nouri lies auew the ſubſtantial parts ofjrhe Mountain cenuated wich 
the Fire; and repleuiſhes chejr ſubſtanes, that hath. loſt its marrow 
and ſtrength, = a new farneſs; and if à way lie open into Sula 
| phurcous Vaults and Houfes under ground, the water being driven 
| in, will be turn'd into the nutriment of Sulphur ; If into Birumi- 
| nous places, into the nutriment of Bitumen; if into Aluminous 
| veins, of Allom; Aad-fo of the, relk, the fame xeafon, And thus 
| the Subſtances deſtroyed by the Fire, are x almoſt aſter che 
ſame way, that Iron is rencu d aa m che id Eva, the Mincs 
for ſeveral years lying idle and f low, as it were; and as ſtones, 


N 

| 

| which they call Travertine, in the Fickds of Tawols, 

| But how- the ſaid matters ſhould conceive fire, was above- ſaid. 

| As how indeed ; ſcarcely ſrom the Sun; not from Thunder and 
Lightnings ; not from any other eſticicut but from the very ſub. 

| | terrancous fire it ſelf, making its way unto them through hidden 

paſſages of the Rocks, which it burns. Or, if they be not immedi... 

| atcly touched by actual Fire z then certaiuly from the Marine waves 

| 


ad billows, intruded by the force and impetuouſneſs of the Winds, 
through the Submarine gutters and clunks at the bottom of the 
Sea. For that it canriot be that from the vehement daſhing of the 
billows in ſtrait and narrow places, and the agitation of the ſpirits 
of combuſtible matter thereby, and the attrition or ſtriking of the 

- far and Sulphureous Air, that chey fliould not preſently couccive 
Fire. 


| | | Of 


| Igni cum Mountains, c. 
Of the Liparitan or Vulcanian Iſlandi adjoyning, com- 


monly called the V. ulcanello 5. 


Weſt of Sicily in the Tuſcan Sea; but South and within ſight of 
Meſſins, an hundred and fifty miles diſtant from «tra, are the 
A olian Iſlands, fo called from A o/ws King thereof. He taught at 
fixit the uſe of the Sail; and by obſerving the Fire and Smoak that 
akcended from theſe Iflands, (tor heretofore they all of chem flamed) 
Drognoſticared of Storms to come. And thence the occai:mm of the 
Fable of olus's being Godd and King of the Winds, tor us ad- 
mirable skill and invention that way. Of theſe anciently tliere 
were Seven only; (But now are Eleven ; tis like made fince out of 


the exceſſive burniugs of the other ; as tis ſaid of the little one cal- 


led Ywulcanelle) almoſt of an equal magnitude. Yer Lipari is the 
greateſt, ( being ten miles in circuit) as alſo the moſt famous, to which 
the others were ſubject. (And hence they are now call'd the Lipe- 
ritan, and Vulcanianiilands,or YVelcanello's) Its fruitful and abound- 
ing wich Bicumen, Sulphur, and Alumne; having hot Baths much 
frequented by the diſcaſed. The Fire here went out about an Age 
agoe 3 having (as is to be ſuppoſed) conſumed the matter that fel it. 
But at this day Strombolo only burns; and that with ragings not 
inferior to the ¶Æ tnean or Veſavian. Yet Volcano ſmokes continue 
ally, from Subterrancous Fires. They are ſaid heretotore to have 
burnt wholly, together with the Mountains, and Sea, as Strabo wit- 
reſſes. 

Valcame, formerly call'd Hiera, is a little Iſland, burning in tlie 
midſt of the Sca; w — Antiquity placed Vulcans Shop, or Forge ; 
Becauſe of the Fires ſeen by night, and abundance of ſmoak by da. 
And therefore received its name trom its natute; conſecrated former- 
ly to Vulcan, and called his Manhon. It is ſaid but fizſt co have ap. 

ared above water, about the tune that Scipio African dyed. A 
— Iſland, ſtony, and uninhabited. It had three Tunnels, w here- 
with ic cvaporated Fire; But now hath but one out of which it 
ſoakethi coutinually, and caſts out ſtones with an horrible roaring, 
It was heretofore all on Fire, and the Sea round about, for ſome dayes 
together, which Pliny reports, as a known truth, and an inftauce 
neer at hand, And has not ceaſed to be on a flame ſiuce, as it were 
a Mountain of flaracs only, u the midſt of the Sea, For even in the 
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62 The Vulcand / 2? . Or, 

—— yearofour Lor] 1444, en the 5th of F "Mary, it flamed ſo abun- 
dautly, and flung forth fire and ftones, with ſuch an hideous noiſe ; 
that not only the reſt of the Iſlands; but alſa Sci tremble thereat. 
Perhaps the laſt blaze. For now flame it doth not: but retaineth the 
reſt of irs terrours. | 

But now S:rombols is the moſt notorious at this day, Here the 
Inhabitants formerly were wont from*the Smoak, to predict what 
Winds would blow. Where Alu, allo, the firſt fo skilled chere- 
in, was King, Oc. as before, It was formerly call'd Strongyle, 
(corrupted at laſt into Srrombel;) from the rotundity thereot. For 
it ſeem no other than an high round Mountain in the Sea; out ot 
che top whereof iſſueth continnally a flame like a burning Beacon; 
and exceeding clearly; fo that by night eſpecially it is to be diſcern d 

- a wonderful way. A place fo full of horrour tothe Neighbouring- 
Iſlanders; (And yet in thoſe parts where the Rage of the Fire 
offendeth not, it is of a very fruitfull Soyl. and apt for Tillage ) 
many others of the Ignoranter Romith Catholicks, conceive it 

(and > like places) to be the Jaws of Hell it ſelf 5 and that with- 

in the damned Souls are tormented. To which gg the good 

Catholichs ( who are excellent at pious frauds and tales) have, or 

rather have rais'd, a pretty Story of Sir Thomas Greſhaw, London's 
ious Benefattor 3 which we ſhall by and by tranſcribe out 

. Sandys's Travels verbatim; True it is he was full of pious 

charitable good works and bublick Benefactures in his latter 

ayes: But upon ſuch an occaſion, as this Story pretends; we have 
not the leaſt reaſon to believe: For ſurely all our Hiſtories and 

Memories could never have been wholly filent thereof; and of a 

/ thing ſo publickly atteſted before the King, & e. But to return to the 

buſineſs again. 

Kircher, in the ſaid oſten mentioned year 1638, thought good 
alſo ro examine among others of theſe Iſlands, thoſe two chief ones, 
Volcano, and Strombels, And Stromboli indeed for the fiercenels 
and outrages of its Fires, which it continually vomited, was guarded 
from all acceſs, But Volcano making Truces and Intervals with the 
Eſtuaries, diſcover'd nothing elſe beſides Smoak : Yer it hath an 
Iſland adjoyning, call'd Volcanelo, annexed to Yolcans, which they 
relate to have been generated of the rejected refuſes and calls of 
the Mountain, which it belch'd forth out of the laſt burning 
thereof; (perhaps that in the year 2444, a little before mentioned) 
All che Lilaud ſprings and abounds with Sulphur, Nitre, Bitumen; 

Yea 


| - Ipnivomdns Mountains, Oc. - 7s 

Vea and the very bortom of che Sea is burrow d through wich inny-. ——* 
merable Caverns and Tunnels or Trunks ; which both the Vrtices, 
or Whirlpools, and alſo the frequency of Winds burſting forth, 
and puffing the Sea after a wonderful manner, do ſhew. And this 
made our Author,as himſelf acknowledges, that he could in no wiſe 
diſſent from thoſe, who ſay, There are Submarine Mimes and Bur- 
rows under the Sea; which correſpond with AÆ t; and rhence, 
by continued paſſages and conveyances , through the concavous ' 
"ſpaces of the Back of ,Fppratne, with Vid; which he, a pre- 
ent and Eye-witnefs, found moſt true in the ſaid year 1638, 
when in his return home from theſe Travels, he was driven on the 
Coaſts of Terra di Lavoro, in the Kingdom of Naples, which he 
found almoft reduced unto utter ruine and deſolation, at the ſame 
time, by moſt horrible Earthquakes; wherein he very narrowly 
eſcaped himſelf wich his life; and accordingly hath writ very ſeu. 
fibly and feelingly thereof ; too large for this place. But on a 
certain day more curiouſly viewing Stromboli at this time, about 
fixry miles diſtant, he obſerv'd it ro be more than ordinarily fu. 
rious: For it appear d wholly overwhelm'd with Fire, in (> great 
lenty, that it ſeem' d to belch out flamy Mountains; (A moſt 
— To ſpectacle l) And then heard I know not what kind of 
dull murmur from the Mountain ſo far off, which time after time 
ſecm'd to grow towards them through Subterraneous Burrows, till 
it reached the ſubterraneous place, on which they ſtood ; and there 
utter d ſuch horrendous Thunderings within the Earth, with ſo 
formidable Earthquakes, that none of the company were able to 
ſand on their ſeet. After che Violence was over, getting up a- 
gain, not without ineffable conſternation, they beheld che Sub- 
verſion and lamentable Cataſtrophe of the moſt famous Town St. 
Eupbemia, three miles off, (which 33 in that timez) and 
the Citty wholly ſwallowed up. For, ſecking for the Town, they 
found in ſtead chereot, (wonderful ro be ſpoke ! ) nothing but a 
moſt putrid Lake ſprung up in its place. They could find no Men, 
nor Inhabitants: I hence paſſing on their Journy, they tound no- 
thing elſe for two hundred miles, but the Carkaſes of Cities, hor- 
rid Ruines of Caltles, Men ſtiagling up aud down in che open 
Fields, and throuzh tear, as it were, withering away, Then 
paſſing by Naples, he could not after all this, leave cut YVeſavine 
out of the way of his Obſervations ; hat that did allo z Of which 


before 


8 Te ales Or; \ | 
5 before in its place. And. this was a leading us to another Chap- 
ter, concerning 23 as the proper effects and products of 
Subterraneous Fires 3 and alwayes preceding, and concomitant 
| with thele Vulcanian Eruptions; But dat we found a Chapter was 
1 not ſufficient for ſo great a Subject; and that we had already 
| — and exceeded the intended and preſcribed bounds of 
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(65 ) A 
IITCILIIL ELEC EAIIICITIETTEEEY 


A fuller Relation of the Spaniſh Prieſts Error and 
attempt, about — — out of one of theſe flam- 
ing Mountains in the Weſt- Indies. 


tamala, diſcernable at vaſt diſtance on the South-Sea. A 

Spaniſh Priiſt out of Avarice would needs ſound this 
Mountain, ſuppoſing the bottom to be full of Gold. This 

Prieſt was called Moſſen, born at Antequera, who came to the J 
dies with Pirarow at the time of Ferdinand Cortez”; Conqueſt. He 
had a Siſter living wich him who had a fair Daughter, whom the 
Captain married to Laz.art d' Almadia, Clark of the Ship, promi- 
fing 1000 Dackers in Marriage. Bur the Clark being 4 of Is 
Captain, left his Wife in Spain ; and the Captain being come ou 
Shore, with grief for his Miſtreſs abſence, died; to whom by his 
laſt Will he ratified the ooo Duckets. Mean while the Clark took 
command of the Veſſel, and arrived in New Hiſpeniola , where the 
Prieſt was very welcome, Prieſts being there very acceptable; and 
was acc ated in the Town of Sanda, where he lived in gr 
eem for ſincerity and devotion ; ſo in few years he grew very 
wealthy, But not content with this, upon ſuggeſtion that the flam- 
| ountain, not far thence, was a Mine of Gold, he thought to get 
imable riches out of it: for this purpoſe he cauſed a ſtrbng Iron 
Chain to be made, to the meaſure of the height of the Mountain, 
which he had taken by Artizans; then by ſtrength of Men began 
to cut a way for portage of his neceſſaries, which could not be done 
but at great expence, a mans labour there being worth two Crowns 
a day; — — made him pals it eaſily. But this be- 
ginning was a mean matter, for he muſt continue the Laboure. s; 
being yet not advanced far, by reaſon of the height of the Mountain, 
and firmneſs of the Rock, which he muſt cut chrough : nor though 
many looked upon the Enterprize as extravagant and inconſiderate, 
et the Prieſt every day got nearer to the mouth ot the Fornace with 


— of time, labour and difficulty. After four moneths * 
| K c 


T H E moſt famous Vulcano's in the Wet. Indies, are the Guss- 
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the pondrous Chains and Caldrons, with great coſt and pain were 
drawn up. The good man . ab ted not nor 
ty to bis ends, and that he had 4 Revelation of it in his fleep. 

At length all theſe Iron Engines were ſet in order, and the work- 
men, to the number of fitry began to let down a Caldron well faſten- 


ed to a ſtrong Iron Chain, with other Engines ſecured, and the 


Prieſt himſelf ſer his hand to the work: But as they thought to draw 
up the Caldron full of rich melted mettal, the ſtrength of the fire 
conſumed all, and they hardly eſcaped without burning their hands 
and feet, ſo violent a heat burſt out = them. The Prieſt balf 
mad cried out, The Devil bad broken bis Chain; with a thouſand 
Curſes, ready to throw himſelf head long into the Precipice, covered 
over with Soot and Cindars, and frying wich heat, tright, and wyl, 
that he looked like a right Fury, running like a mad man to and froʒ 
the reſt in little better condition, che greateſt part being lam d and 
conſum'd with labour and the violence of heat which had even melt- 
ed them. The good man at laſt was brought to his Lodging in ex- 
tream torment, where they laid him to bed in ſo much grief and 
diſcomfort that he was the pirty of the World. Walking in the 
night he was ſurprized with ſuch a rage, that he gave himſclt ſevo- 
ral ſtabs in the throat with his knife; and in the morning his Siſter 
coming to viſit him, found him ſteeped in blood and gaſtly; half 
dead, whereupon the cried out tor __ friends came immediate- 
ly in, and a Chirungion applyed the Country Balſom ſo fortunately 
to his wounds, that he was well within few dayes; nevertheleſs 
for extream grief and ſullenneſs, he could eat nothing; At laſt he 
languiſhed to death, having conſumed all he had gotten, beſides 
what his Siſter had alſo, and other Friends, whom he quite ruined. 
The poor woman lived a while after, but miſerably, Her Son- in- 
Law making ſome Voyages berwixt the Indies and Spain in the beſt 
ſort he could; who — had other ſtrange miſfortunes upon 
his Wifes account, eſteemed the Daughter of that Knfortwnate Prieſt. 
Thus do greateſt diſappointments procure the greateſt deſperation, 


London, (if the Story were trut ) accidentally bebolding to flamin 
Mount Scrombola. n Fas 1 


If all the pious Tales of Catholicks were true, London was eter- 


nally beholding to the good Devils of Strambolo, for frighting Sir 


T ben Teſbans into ſuch Publick good Deeds; But why bz — 
f _ . . ig 


if . 


DD 


He donbted not now to come ſbort- 


* 1 
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| much leſs record for truth, fo remarkable a Tranſaction, concerning 
ſo glorious and Renowned a Founder, no tolerable account or reaſon 
can be given. However take the Story as it runs in Sandi Travels, 
thus. | - | 


A pretty deviſed Story and Cal holick pia Tale concerning the oc- 

of Sir Tho. Greſham's devour Life, and pions and char 

table Inclinations and good Deeds , and the converting bis great 

acquired Riches, to ſuch worthy and. publick uſer, Viz. From 

the ſound of an borrid Voice, ont of the month of one of theſe 
Heliſh Voltano's, the Prodigions Mount Strombolo. 


It was told me at Naples by a Country-man of ours, and an old 
Penſioner of the Popes,who was a youth in the days of King Henry, 
That it was then generally bruited throughout England, That Mr. 
Greſham a Merchant, ſetting fail from Palermo (in Sicily) where 
there then dwelt one Antonio, called The Rich, who at one time 
had rwo Kingdoms aged unto him by the King of Spain, being 
croſſed by contrary winds, was conſtrained ta anchor under the Lee 
of this I Stromwbolo. Now about mid-day, when for certain 
Hours ir accuſtomedly forbears to flame, he aſcended the Mounrain, 
with eight of the. Sailers, and approaching as near the vent as the 
durſt, among other Noiles, they heard a Voice cry aloud 3. Ds — 

ſparch, The Rich Antonio i c. Terrified herewith they 
deſcended . and anon the Mountain again evaporated fire. But from 
ſo diſmal a place they made all che haſte that they could; hen the 
wind ſtill chwarting their Courſe, and deſiring much to know 
more of this matter, they returned to Paler, and forchwith eu- 

quiring of Antonio, It was told them that he was dead; and cm. 
| ing the time, did find it to agree with the very Inſtant that the 
Foice was heard by them. Greſhaw reported this at his recurn, to, 
the King, and the Mariners being called before him, confirmed b 
Oath the Narration. In Greſham —_— as this Gentleman ſaid 
for I no otherwiſe report it) ic wrought ſo deep ag impre ſion, that 
be ve overall Traffick ; diſtributing hus * d hu Kind. 
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